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City vs. Nature

Fosters the illusion of technology-
mediated independence from the 
natural world as well as a profound 
yet often unfulfilled longing for 
contact with wildness within a 
polluted and biologically-
impoverished cityscape. 

City as Living Ecosystem

Recognizes that cities and suburbs 
comprise a complex urban 
ecosystem, a dynamic mosaic in 
which imperiled nature interacts with 
humans and their built environment, 
and where the idea of "natural" can 
be interrogated. 

Two Perceptions of Cities

Chicago Loop, seen from "The Brownlands" (photo: Ryan Hodgson-Rigsbee)



Source: Atlas of Biodiversity, 2011

Chicago's Protected Lands



Bison herd at Midewin, Will County IL, May 2018 (photo: A. Fecker)

Large-Scale Restoration



Laura Daniel Bryson -- plant artist, naturalist, urban farmer (Sept 2021)

Backyard Restoration



The artist assesses her canvas: Bryson backyard prairie, 15 Mar 2021

Backyard Restoration



Our location in the Chicago Region: Joliet IL (Google Maps)

Where We Are



Our location on the Near West Side of Joliet (pop. 150,000)
~1 mile from the Des Plaines River (Google Maps)

Where We Are



Our neighborhood in Joliet IL; prairie plot indicated in red

Modesty of Scale (for now)



Our backyard in Oct 2007 

The Paleolithic Age



Best friends, Dec 2014

A Play Space for All Seasons



Expanding the prairie, June 2016

The Back 40 in Transition



Expanding the prairie, June 2016

The Back 40 in Transition



By 2018, the playset was gone; this is from Aug 2020  

Return of the Prairie



Summer 2017

Butterfly Haven



Flappy and Esmé, Sept 2018

Outdoor Zoology Lab



2021

Sometime Sanctuary



Suburban nonconformity / plant diversity as peaceful protest, Sept 2022

Controlled Chaos



Neighbor-catcher, Sept 2022

Conversation Starter



Alley encroachment / sunflower gateway, Sept 2022

Controlled Chaos



The next project: the alley as pollinator corridor

Plans for Territorial Expansion



The next project: the alley as pollinator corridor

Plans for Territorial Expansion



The next project: the alley as pollinator corridor

Plans for Territorial Expansion



Sept 2022
Now: your stories / hopes / challenges


