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Calculate the River’s Water Quality Based on Macroinvertebrates

I. Identify the macroinvertebrates you collected. Use page 5 of this document.

2. In the chart below, put a check next to the name of all the macroinvertebrates you found.

3. Add up the number of checks in each column. This is the number of TAXA (different kinds of)
macroinvertebrates that belong to that group.

4. Multiply the number of taxa by the group’s weighting factor. This gives you the GROUP SCORE.

5. Add up all the group scores. This will give you the TOTAL GROUP SCORE.

6. Add up the number of taxa from all the columns. This is the TOTAL NUMBER OF TAXA.

7. Divide the total group score (from step 5) by the total number of taxa (from step 6). This will give you the
WATER QUALITY INDEX for your river.

8. Using the table at the bottom right of the page, find how the river’s water quality index ranks.
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