
Read Aloud Tips: 

• Introduce the book by having students describe a 
time when they used courage to face a challenge.   

• This book can be used to explore heritage and 
tradition of Korea and Korean culture.  

• As this book will be filled with suspense, 
continually engage in discussion with students about 
what they predict will happen next.  

Information Sheet

"When You Trap A Tiger" by Tae Keller

About When You Trap a Tiger: When Lily and her 
family move in with her sick grandmother, a magical 
tiger straight out of her halmoni's Korean folktales 
arrives, prompting Lily to unravel a secret family 
history. Long, long ago, Halmoni stole something 
from the tigers. Now they want it back. And when 
one of the tigers 
approaches Lily with 
a deal--return what 
her grandmother 
stole in exchange for 
Halmoni's health--
Lily is tempted to 
agree. But deals with 
tigers are never what 
they seem! With the 
help of her sister and 
her new friend 
Ricky, Lily must 
find her voice...and 
the courage to face a 
tiger.  

About The Author: 
Tae Keller was born 
and raised in 
Honolulu, where she 
grew up on purple 
rice, Spam musubi, 
and her halmoni’s 
tiger stories. She is 
the Newbery Medal-
winning 
author of When You 
Trap a Tiger and The 
Science of Breakable 
Things. She lives in 
Seattle. Visit her at 
TaeKeller.com, 
follow her monthly 
love letters at bit.ly/lovetae, and find her on Twitter 
and Instagram. 

Additional Resources: 

Find more information on other books that can be 
used in your class library at literacy.roosevelt.edu. 

http://literacy.roosevelt.edu



