
Read Aloud Tips: 

• Flip through the book before reading and have 
students predict what the story is about.  

• Throughout the book, pause and have students 
reflect on what they might do during the struggles 
the main character faces.  

• In small groups, have the students talk about what 
it means to be an immigrant, what dreams they may 
have, and what sacrifices they may make.  

Information Sheet

“The Arrival” by Shaun Tan

About The Arrival: Tan’s award-winning wordless 
story challenges 
readers as it 
captures the 
triumphs and 
struggles of the 
immigrant 
experience with 
haunting, 
intricate, and 
thought-
provoking details. 
As one reviewer 
notes, “This 
could electrify a 
curriculum, 
provoke 
conversation if 
shared within a 
family, or simply 
bring a reader a startling new way of seeing a 
familiar story.”

About The Author: Shaun Tan was born in 1974 and grew 
up in the northern suburbs of Perth, Western Australia. In school 
he became known as the 'good drawer' which partly 
compensated for always being the shortest kid in every class. He 
graduated from the University of WA in 1995 with joint honors 
in Fine Arts and English Literature, and currently works full 
time as a freelance artist and author in Melbourne. Shaun began 
drawing and painting images for science fiction and horror 
stories in small-press magazines as a teenager, and has since 
become best known for illustrated books that deal with social, 
political and historical subjects through surreal, dream-like 
imagery. Books such as The Rabbits , The Red Tree, The Lost 
Thing and the acclaimed wordless novel The Arrival have been 
widely translated 
throughout Europe, Asia 
and South America, and 
enjoyed by readers of all 
ages. Shaun has also 
worked as a theatre 
designer, and worked as 
a concept artist for the 
films Horton Hears a 
Who and Pixar's WALL-
E. He is currently 
directing a short film with 
Passion Pictures Australia; his most recently published book is 
Tales from Outer Suburbia. 

Additional Resources: 

Find more information on other books that can be 
used in your class library at literacy.roosevelt.edu. 

http://literacy.roosevelt.edu
http://literacy.roosevelt.edu



