
Read Aloud Tips: 

• Give examples of how different life might be for 
Black Americans during the 1950s. Discuss how 
that compares to life for Black Americans now.  

• Have students brainstorm ways that Rob could 
possibly make a difference and create a list 
together as a class.  

• Utilize word walls and language walls to discuss 
unknown words, pictures, events, or ideas. 

Information Sheet

“New Boy” by Julian Houston

About New Boy: 
Fifteen-year-old Rob 
Garrett wants nothing 
more than to escape the 
segregated South and 
prove himself. But in 
late 1950s Virginia, 
opportunity doesn’t 
come easily to an 
African American. So 
Rob’s parents take the 
unusual step of enrolling 
their son in a 
Connecticut boarding 
school, where he will 
have the best education 
available. He will also 
be the first student of 
color in the school’s 
history. No matter—Rob 
Garrett is on his way. But 
times are changing. While Rob is experiencing the privilege 
and isolation of private school, a movement is rising back 
home. Men and women are organizing, demanding an end to 
segregation, and in Rob’s hometown, his friends are on the 
verge of taking action. There is even talk about sitting in at a 
lunch counter that refuses to serve black people. How can 
Rob hope to make a difference when he’s a world away?

About The 
Author: Julian 
Houston was 
born in 
Richmond, 
Virginia, and 
educated in the 
public schools 
of that city 
before attending 
the Hotchkiss 
School in 
Lakeville, 
Connecticut. He 
attended Boston 
University and 
was a 
community 
organizer in Harlem during the civil rights 
movement. He is now an associate justice of the 
Superior Court of Massachusetts. Julian Houston 
lives in Brookline, Massachusetts, with his wife and 
family. 

Additional Resources: 

Find more information on other books that can be 
used in your class library at literacy.roosevelt.edu. 

http://literacy.roosevelt.edu
http://literacy.roosevelt.edu



