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Spirit of Chicago  
Annual Cruise

Sunday, auguSt 20, 2006 
10:30 am to 12:30 pm 

$60 per person 
Includes a delicious buffet brunch

RSVP at www.roosevelt.edu/alumni/events

DAy RACESat
the

Sunday, September 10, 2006
noon to 5:00 p.m.

Arlington Park Racecourse

$25 per person  
Includes lunch and reserved box seating.

RSVP at www.roosevelt.edu/alumni/events 

MAke A ReSeRVAtion todAy! See PAge 53 foR contAct infoRMAtion.
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of the Albert A. Robin campus
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Autographed Book Silent Auction
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Dinner Chairs
Maureen and Josef Ehrenberg
Leanne and Joseph Klein

A Sweet celebRAtion

Barnes and Noble is the  
proud sponsor of the 2006  
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MAking A DiffEREnCE 
                           in the lives that follow

Mr. Gordon’s estate gift will be used to endow fellowships 

for first-year, first-time graduate students, to be known 

as bernard gordon fellows. This is a fitting tribute 

to a man who placed a high value on learning and 

education, and felt a special kinship with the mission 

of Roosevelt University.

Although his degree came from Roosevelt University’s 
predecessor, central yMcA college, bernard gordon 
strongly identified with Roosevelt’s mission. He was a 
regular donor over many decades and, when he died 
in June of 2005, he left the University a significant 
percentage of his estate, resulting in a gift of more than 
$400,000.

Mr. gordon’s story is similar to many central 
yMcA college graduates. He received his Ab degree in 
economics from central yMcA in 1941. when President 
edward J. Sparling walked out of central y over several 
contentious issues, the primary one being the directive 
to provide the yMcA board with demographic data that 
he feared would be used for racial and religious quotas, 

most faculty and students moved with him to found 
the upstart Roosevelt college in 1945.

After central y closed, Roosevelt “inherited” its 
alumni and records, and many graduates adopted 
Roosevelt University as their alma mater, giving 
generously to the University.

Mr. gordon was a private man and a bit of a mystery. 
According to attorney Marc Alan goldstein, Mr. gordon’s 
parents were Russian immigrants who never learned 
to speak english, but Mr. gordon became a voracious 
reader and an excellent student. After serving in world 
war ii, he returned home and completed his master’s 
degree at the University of chicago in 1948, and became 
chief economist for the city of chicago.
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Roosevelt University theatre major Steve 

Smidl, 21, is among a growing number of 

traditional-age students who are choosing to 

study and live in the South Loop, changing 

its face forever. Smidl, a University Center of 

Chicago resident, is pictured studying in one 

of UCC’s student lounges, which overlooks the 

South Loop’s Congress Parkway and Harold 

Washington Library.
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we welcome your letters. Please send them to:

editor, Roosevelt Review
430 S. Michigan Avenue
chicago, il 60605

letters may be shortened due to space considerations.

EdItoR’s cIRclE

dear editor:

i’ve been meaning to call you for a long time to 
compliment you and your staff on the Roosevelt 
Review. when i received the latest issue yesterday, i 
just had to make a point to get in touch.

 i’m a 1995 Roosevelt grad. i am also a  graduate 
of another chicago area college and of the two 
publications i receive—theirs and Roosevelt’s—i 
have to say i read Roosevelt’s cover-to-cover.

 your magazine does a great job of communicating 
the mission of Roosevelt. As someone who attempts 

to do the same thing for another school (the 
lutheran School of theology at chicago), i 

know how difficult that can be. 

Sincerely, 

Jan boden (bgS, ‘95)

Last issue we invited Roosevelt 
alumni who met Eleanor Roosevelt 

during one of her visits to Chicago 
to write us with their recollections.  

Jerome Gordon of Reseda, Calif., kindly 
sent this note: 

dear Sir,

i believe it was at the end of 1948 that Mrs. Roosevelt 
visited Roosevelt college, though i cannot recall the 
specific purpose.

As a member of the Student council and a minor 
editor of the Torch, i was privileged to be one of a 
small group of students allowed to meet semi-
privately with her. i remember that she was a very 
warm, welcoming woman, answering our questions 
easily without holding back, and her voice was not 
the shrill thing that mimics made it out to be.  one 
of the girls in the group asked her about her hearing 
aids (she had one in each ear, somewhat hidden by 
her hair). She responded that they were necessary 
and helpful and that she did not feel embarrassed by 
the fact that they could be noticed.

that was almost 58 years ago, but i still cannot 
forget how i was impressed by her “likeability.”

yours very truly,

Jerome gordon (bA, ’49)

dear Readers,

commencements at Roosevelt University have 
always been festive occasions, but recent changes 
have added to the enjoyment of the day.   

we now hold two commencement ceremonies 
each semester in the 4,000-seat Auditorium theatre 
of Roosevelt University. As a result, we no longer 
limit the number of tickets graduating students can 
give to their family and friends. 

the first ceremony recognizes arts and sciences 
and University college graduates. A second ceremony 
is for business, education and performing 
arts students.

t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  w e e k  f o r 
commencement was also changed. 
the ceremonies are now held on 
friday afternoons, rather than on 
Sundays. 

to  fur ther  per sona l i ze 
commencement ,  Pres ident 
chuck Middleton publ ic ly 
recognizes one graduate from 
each of the University’s five 
colleges. these exemplary students 
overcame obstacles to earn their 
degree or contributed a great deal to the 
University through their academic or extracurricular 
accomplishments.  See pages 14 to 16 to learn more 
about these students.

two other touches have added much to the 
celebration. At the end of commencement, a 
music student leads the audience in the singing of 
Roosevelt’s new alma mater. And after the ceremony, 
Middleton is available to visit and have pictures 
taken with graduates and their families.

on May 12, more than 1,200 students became 
the newest Roosevelt alumni. graduates in the first 
ceremony heard an address by U.S. Senator Richard 
durbin, while Allida black, a history professor at 
george washington University and an expert on 
eleanor Roosevelt, spoke at the second ceremony. both 
speakers challenged graduates to put the goals and 
beliefs of the University’s namesakes into practice.   

“How does one sustain hope in a fearful world?” 
durbin asked.  “you have already made a very good 
start by attending this distinguished institution, 
where the ideals of eleanor and franklin Roosevelt 
endure. i hope that you will never stop seeking 
knowledge. knowledge and understanding are some 
of the most powerful antidotes to fear.”

good advice for today’s graduates, and for those 
of us who graduated many years ago.

Sincerely,

tom karow

Senator richard durbin

Professor allida Black
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pREsIdEnt’s pERspEctIVE By PRESiDEnT CHUCk MiDDLETOn

on one of my many rewarding trips to visit alumni 
and friends this past year, i met several individuals 
who were there at the inception of Roosevelt. their 
stories, and many more written by graduates from 
each of the six decades of our history, are now told in 
the Roosevelt festschrift that we unveiled at Alumni 
weekend in April.

one of those stories dealt with the acquisition 
of the Auditorium theatre building, our landmark, 
but by no means, only facility on Michigan Avenue 
across from grant Park in chicago. i am certain that 
President edward J. Sparling, when he signed the 
papers deeding the building over to the fledgling 
college, had no idea of the pioneering nature of that 
foundational experience.

today, the loop is a hot college town, the second 
largest concentration of college students in the 
country, surpassed only by the University of texas at 
Austin. i like to think of Roosevelt’s purchase of the 
Auditorium building as the initial step in the process 
that has brought 25 institutions of higher education 
and over 50,000 students going to class daily into 
the loop. thousands more attend universities both 
north of the River and west of the loop.   

chicago is my kind of town and yours, not just 
in commerce and the arts but in education as well, 
and Roosevelt led the way in helping to make it so. 
we are proud of that leadership and are working to 
expand upon it.

while enrollment growth slackened and then 
began to decline at our Schaumburg campus over 
the past few years, an issue to which i will return in 
the next Review, in chicago we are bursting at the 
seams. At least two things have contributed to this 
phenomenon.  

first, led by a resurgence in interest in the liberal 
arts, we are enrolling more and more students 
between the ages of 18 and 24. Many of these 
students are coming to us fresh from high schools 
across the city, the region and the nation. others 
continue the tradition of strong enrollments from 
transfer students who have taken advantage of 
excellent educational opportunities provided by our 
community college partners.

Second, more students are completing their 
degrees. graduation rates are rising and the numbers 
we graduated surpassed 2,000 each of the past two 
years for the first time in decades.

the presence of these full-time undergraduates 
changes the “feel” of the place.  in response, we are 
changing with them as they help to define where 
Roosevelt is going both academically and in terms 
of student success in other aspects of their daily 

lives on campus. More lounges, big screen tV sets, 
wireless connections, and computer kiosks adorn the 
building these days. Students by the dozens, some of 
them our adult learners if truth be told, “hang out” 
just like the old days.  

Roosevelt has always been a place of hope and 
aspiration. you can feel it today just like always when 
you ride the elevators, all modernized but not without 
waits (some traditions die hard).  you can overhear 
it in individual conversations in the hallways. you 
can see it in the eyes of touring prospective students 
and their families. And you can imagine it applying 
to yourself when you come to work or to teach or to 
enjoy a public event.  

to the extent that we continue to be a place where 
all are welcome and everyone who comes here does 
so with the prospect of transformation in their lives 
generated by their experience here, we will continue 
to keep the faith with President Sparling and other 
visionaries who not only created the University, but 
were bold enough to locate it in the loop so that 
others could come and join us here. 

now that’s real leadership. 

the loop is Alive with Students

aBoVE: university Center of 
Ch icago in  the  South  loop 
houses students from roosevelt 
university, dePaul university and 
Columbia College Chicago.



u
n

IV
E

R
s

It
y

 n
E

W
s

�     RoosEVElt REVIEW
  

summER 2006

s
p

o
t

l
Ig

h
t

�     RoosEVElt REVIEW
  

summER 2006

tHe
cHAnging fAce 

of the 
SoUtH looP



�

tHe
cHAnging fAce 

of the 
SoUtH looP

tH eRe wAS A tiMe wH en congReSS 

PARkwAy wAS tHe SoUtHeRn boUndARy 

of cHicAgo’S looP. now, it ’S in tHe 

Middle of A bUStling college town. 

Far lEFt: roosevelt university 
has been a presence in the South 
loop since 1946, when it pur-
chased the auditorium Building, 
located at Michigan avenue and 
Congress Parkway.

when 21-year-old Steve Smidl began taking classes 
at Roosevelt University’s chicago campus in the 
fall of 2003, he rarely ventured south of congress 
Parkway.

At the time, he felt no need to cross the busy 
street that for years was the southern boundary of 
chicago’s loop. 

“if i was looking for things to do, i always went 
north,” said the undergraduate theatre major who 
lived in the University’s Herman crown residence 
hall during his freshman year.

A lot has changed since then for Smidl and oth-
er students attending colleges and universities in 
chicago’s South loop area.

for one thing, their numbers are becoming a 
significant population mass.  

there are now more than 54,000 students 
attending approximately 25 higher education 

institutions in an area bounded by wacker drive, 
Roosevelt Road, the chicago River and the lake-
front, according to a recent study by loop busi-
ness groups.

“there’s a growing attraction and sense of pres-
tige about going to school these days in the loop 
area,” said ty tabing, executive director of the 
chicago loop Alliance, the group responsible for 
the 2005 study. 

iT’S aLL in THE nUMBERS

in particular, numbers of traditional-age students 
who are 18 to 24 years old and attending college in 
the loop are growing. 

At Roosevelt University alone, the traditional-
age undergraduate population has grown by near-
ly 11 percent since Smidl arrived on the chicago 
campus from Johnsburg, ill., in the fall of 2003.  
even more dramatic, the traditional-age under-
graduate population has grown by 43.1 percent 
since 1997. 

By LaURa janOTa

Another thing that has changed since then is 
the increasing volume of students choosing to live 
on campus in the loop and South loop.

there are now nearly 4,000 college students 
—more than ever before—living in loop-area stu-
dent housing facilities, according to the “Higher 
education in the loop and South loop:  An impact 
Study” report. 

“the city of chicago had a vision and a mas-
ter plan for the area,” said tabing. “by investing in 
that plan, the city has been able to create a critical 
mass of residences and students, which is getting 
larger with each passing year.”

At Roosevelt, a record number of 494 students 
lived on campus last academic year at the Herman 
crown center and the University center of chicago 
(Ucc). the record will be broken again this fall with 
the addition of 150 beds for Roosevelt students at 

Ucc. in all, approximately 650 Roosevelt students 
are expected to live on campus during the 2006-
2007 academic year. 

PREPaRinG FOR FUTURE GROWTH

what’s more, demand for student housing is 
expected to continue rising, leaving the University 
to look for new ways to relieve a coming, projected 
housing crunch.

“we are transforming the chicago campus 
into a place where traditional-age students can 
be comfortable and will excel,” said Roosevelt 
University President chuck Middleton, who is 
currently exploring a number of options for 
future growth. 

Since 2000, the University has renovated 
many classrooms in its Auditorium building, 
430 S. Michigan Ave., and has created student-
friendly spaces for socializing and studying in 
that building on its second floor, ninth floor and, 
most recently, the Michigan Avenue lobby.

continued on next page
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BEloW FroM lEFt: When class 
is over, political science major ty 
thompson is on the move outside 
roosevelt university.

Biology major linzey Becker 
enjoys a break at an outdoor cafe 
in the South loop.

the new roosevelt lakers base-
ball team practices in Grant Park.

during that same time period, the University 
also opened a second chicago campus facility 
at 18 S. Michigan Ave., and ushered in Ucc, the 
1,700-bed student residence hall for Roosevelt, 
dePaul University and columbia college chicago 
students, which is considered by many to be the 
major impetus for South loop development.  

“Somebody had to go first to spur all of the 
development we’re seeing,” commented Janice 
Johnson, the Ucc executive director who notes 
that new condo towers, restaurants, banks and 
other businesses are sprouting up all over south 
of congress Parkway in the vicinity of Ucc.  “And 
the Ucc was that spark,” she said.

while business and residential development 
has followed Ucc, building renovations and new 
construction by higher education institutions in 
the loop and South loop area have been com-
monplace for some time, according to the chicago 
loop Alliance study.

ten institutions experiencing growing pains 
spent more than $159 million on renovations and 
new construction between 1997 and 2002 and 
another $339 million is likely to be spent for high-

er education growth in the loop by 2009, accord-
ing to the study.

“every year, we are seeing more and more stu-
dents and a greater number of institutions plan-
ning for growth and development,” said tabing.

a CHanGinG STUDEnT BODy

growth planning is based in part on national pro-
jections by the U.S. department of education and 
other research groups, which suggest full-time, 
undergraduate, college enrollment will be on the 
rise through 2010, and even beyond, as children of 
the baby boomers reach college age.

known as the “baby boom echo,” the phenom-
enon has left an imprint on Roosevelt’s chicago 
campus, where traditional-age students increased 
from 35 percent of the undergraduate student 
body in 2002 to 41 percent of all University under-
graduates by 2005.

“we are seeing a dramatic change in our stu-
dent body,” said Mary Hendry, vice president for 
enrollment and student services, who began plan-
ning for the change in student body makeup about 
eight years ago.

“ it doesn’t matter what night of the week it is.  
 there’s always something to do.” LinzEy BECkER, 22

continued from previous page
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“our undergraduates are getting younger,” she 
said.  “And as a result we are seeing more full-time 
undergraduates who are taking traditional, liberal 
arts courses and majors during the day.”

that’s the case with 18-year-old Jessica Ruka 
and her three Herman crown center room-
mates, 19-year-old lisa butler, 19-year-old Amanda 
Veldkamp and 22-year-old linzey becker—college 
of Arts and Sciences undergraduates who are part 
of the college’s explosive 31 percent growth in 
enrollment during the last four years.

during a recent interview, the four said they 
wake up late most mornings, but still have time to 
make it to their morning or afternoon classes.

“i get up maybe 20 minutes before class, throw 
a brush through my hair, and i’m there,” said 
butler, an undergraduate psychology major from 
St. louis.  “i just love being able to do that, and i 
also love living in the big city,” she said.

when classes are over, fun-filled afternoons 
follow in which walks on the lakefront, a game of 
capture the flag at buckingham fountain or a visit 

“ it’s a totally changed place. And that’s a good thing for people my age who want to get their edu-
cation, want to get a taste of urban life and want to just have fun hanging out.” STEVE SMiDL, 21

continued on next page

TRADITIONAL-AGE STUDENTS AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF ALL UNDERGRADUATES, FALL 1997-2005

45.0%

35.0%

25.0%

15.0%

1997 1999 2001 2003 2005
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to area coffee shops and bookstores often are pos-
sible. 

“i think of it as a vacation every day. i can 
always find something to do, and it’s never the 
same thing,” said Veldkamp, an integrated mar-
keting communication major from Michigan.

“it doesn’t matter what night of the week it is. 
there’s always something to do. it’s never boring,” 
added becker, a biology major from St. louis. 

LiFE BEyOnD THE CLaSSROOM

one of the loop study’s main points has been to 
show that higher education institutions, their 
employees and their students are vital to the 
loop and South loop economies. Students alone 
spend as much as $25 million a year at restau-
rants and stores near their universities and col-
leges, according to the study.

However, as Ruka, an english and secondary 
education major from Minnesota, notes, there’s 
more reason to live and hang out in the loop 
than just dining and shopping.

“what i’ve found is that for anything i’ve learned 
in class, i can find an application. Sometimes it 

means going to a museum or a concert. other 
times, it involves connecting up with students 
from other universities and colleges,” she said.

for traditional-age students at Roosevelt, 
going to school in the loop also has meant get-
ting more involved with student life on campus.

“the number of students in our leadership 
program has doubled, the number of student 
clubs and organizations has almost doubled and 
more students are engaged in community service 
than ever before,” said Patrick green, director of 
student activities.

“Students are increasingly interested in social 
organizations, such as fraternities and sororities, 
and recreational programs such as intramural 
sports and fitness classes,” added eric tammes, 
assistant vice president for student services. 

Ashley kehoe, a 21-year-old undergraduate 
english major and Roosevelt Scholar who is also 
secretary of the Student government Association 
(SgA), is very aware of the rise in student partici-
pation on campus. 

“there’s a stereotype of our students that makes 
it seem like they don’t want to be involved, but 

“ i just think it’s a very critical time for Roosevelt to move  
 forward with student activities on campus.” aSHLEy kEHOE, 21

continued from previouis page
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we’re seeing the exact opposite,” said kehoe, who 
has seen participation at SgA meetings increase 
from a handful of students to a room of 50.

kehoe and Matt gebhardt, 20, an undergradu-
ate history major at the chicago campus, recent-
ly have been working to start college club sports 
teams, including a men’s baseball team, which 
has been practicing weekly in grant Park.

gebhardt said plans are to play competitively 
against teams from other colleges and universi-
ties in the area. the effort to start other teams in 
basketball, flag football and other sports will con-
tinue in the fall, he said.

“i just think it’s a very critical time for Roosevelt 
to move forward with student activities on cam-
pus,” added kehoe, who was part of SgA’s success 
last spring in convincing students to vote on and 
approve a new student activity fee.

POSiTiVE CHanGES FOR THE COMMUniTy

As students at Roosevelt and other higher edu-
cation institutions in the loop and South loop 
become more and more visible, there’s no doubt 

they are permanently changing the look and feel 
of chicago’s urban landscape.

of course, a changing demographic means a 
changing geography:  to boot, congress Parkway is 
no longer the outer limit of chicago’s loop area.

“the area around the University is becoming 
much more commercial, much more residential 
and much more busy,” notes Smidl.  As a senior 
at Roosevelt and a former resident assistant at 
University center of chicago, he travels less fre-
quently up north these days in search of action. 

As the chicago loop Alliance report has not-
ed, the loop and South loop area has become the 
biggest college town in the state. And as a chang-
ing student demographic and growth continue, 
the loop and South loop area may be on the road 
toward becoming one of the largest and most 
desirable places to go to college in the nation. 

“it’s a totally changed place,” says Smidl.  “And 
that’s a good thing for people my age who want to 
get their education, want to get a taste of urban 
life and want to just have fun hanging out.”

“ what i’ve found is that for almost anything i’ve learned in class, i can find an application. 
Sometimes it means going to a museum or a concert. other times, it involves connecting up with 
students from other universities and colleges.” jESSiCa RUka, 18

BEloW FroM lEFt: traditional- 
age students walk along Michigan 
avenue outside roosevelt’s Center 
for Professional advancement.

English major Jessica ruka is 
among a growing number of stu-
dents taking classes during the 
day in the South loop.

university Center of Chicago is  
home to more than 1,700 students.



for nearly a century, dale Pontius has stood on 
principle.

for instance, when the now-retired Roosevelt 
University professor heard Sen. Joseph Mccarthy 
falsely accuse democratic presidential hopeful 
Adlai Stevenson of having ties to communists, 
Pontius stood up during the Palmer House speech 
and heckled Mccarthy.

then there was the time in 1962 when Pontius, 
a political science professor from 1947 through 
1971, argued for global peace before the world 
congress for disarmament and Peace in Moscow. 

during his opening-day address, Pontius made 
waves around the world—and the front page of 
The New York Times—for daring to criticize both 
the United States and the Soviet Union over their 
nuclear testing policies.

And when a Roosevelt student, who was also 
a deputy precinct captain in chicago, alleged-
ly bragged to Pontius in 1956 that he could get 
traffic tickets fixed, the professor proved to be 
something of a whistleblower by sharing the 
information with legal authorities. 

“dale Pontius is an independent thinker who 
never minded going against the mainstream,” 
remarked Roosevelt University President 
emeritus Rolf weil.

“He’s one who was always willing to fight for 
what he believed in,” added weil. “And that has 
made him one of the most controversial faculty 
members we’ve ever had,”

not just controversial, Pontius also has been 
enduring.   

As the University’s oldest living faculty mem-
ber, Pontius celebrated his 100th birthday on 
July 27, a little more than a month before the 
University’s second oldest living faculty member, 
Professor emeritus of History Helmut Hirsch cel-
ebrates 100 years on Sept. 2. to mark the occasion 
of Pontius’ birthday, the University held a party 
in his honor.  

“this is an important milestone for Professor 
Pontius as well as for the University,” said 
President chuck Middleton. 

born on a farm near columbus, ohio, in 1906, 
Pontius received his earliest education in a one-
room schoolhouse, and remembers as a four-year 
old attending a rally in ohio where his grandfa-
ther lifted him above the crowd to shake hands 
with President william Howard taft.

Pontius also recalls as a young boy meeting 
President woodrow wilson at a public recep-
tion in the ohio statehouse and later as a pro-
fessor chatting with President Harry truman in 
chicago’s blackstone Hotel in an effort to get 
truman to speak to a class.

Pontius earned a bachelor’s degree from ohio 
State in 1927, a master’s in economics from 
Harvard University in 1928 and a Ph.d. in politi-
cal science from Harvard in 1940. After working 
on a public employment survey in Philadelphia, 
he became an editor on the national Resources 
Planning board in washington d.c. He was draft-
ed into the U.S. Army during world war ii, serv-
ing in new guinea with the 44th tank battalion 
before being sent to the Philippines where he was 
assigned to the Army headquarters of general 
douglas MacArthur. He worked in the Army’s 
research and information section, and received 
the bronze Service Medal.

After the war, he taught for a year at tulane 
University in new orleans, before joining the 
faculty in 1947 at the newly formed Roosevelt 
college, now known as Roosevelt University. 

in 1948, Pontius was at odds with some mem-
bers of the Roosevelt community over a decision 
to disband the faculty’s town-meeting form of 
government in favor of a faculty senate.  Pontius 
argued President edward J. Sparling and others 
had “forced through a change in the constitution 
which destroys faculty governance at Roosevelt,” 
according to the Chicago Daily Tribune. He 
charged Sparling had rounded up “ringers,” 
including part-time teachers and administrators, 
to sway the 109-56 vote, a charge the college’s 
administration denied, the Tribune reported.

in 1952, Pontius shook things up further by 
heckling Mccarthy during a nationwide radio 
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aBoVE:  Helmet Hirsch, roosevelt’s 
second oldest faculty member, 
recently was made an emeritus 
professor of history. Hirsch and 
his wife, Marianne, now live in 
düsseldorf, Germany.

and tV address. walking to the Palmer House 
after class, Pontius wasn’t sure he’d get into the 
ballroom, but the entrance was open and Pontius 
stood in the back of the crowded 
room. when Mccarthy intimated 
that Stevenson had ties to 
communist organizations, 
Pontius shouted “it’s not 
true!”

Removed by a chicago 
policeman, Pontius 
explained, “i happen to be 
teaching political science 
and i am trying to teach my 
students what democracy 
means,” which he asserted 
before a judge after the 
arrest, according to the 
Chicago Daily News.  

Pontius was publically 
rebuked by Sparling, who 
told the Chicago Daily 
News that he believed 
Mccarthy, “in line with 
the principle of free speech, 
has the right to present his views without 
interference from anyone.” of particular note, the 
Daily News also reported that Pontius had acted 

as an individual, and not as a representative of 
Roosevelt college.  

in the fallout that followed, there were 
some who didn’t appreciate Pontius’ actions.  
indeed, consider the contents of an anonymous, 
handwritten, two-sentence letter sent to the 
University in May 1953: “get rid of your Red 
professors, especially dale Pontius,” the yellowing 
letter states. “ i won’t contribute a dime until you 
clean house.”

even today, such a charge disturbs Pontius, 
who still lives on his own in an apartment in 
chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood.

“there’s never been anything secret about 
my politics,” he says, frowning. “i was never 
a communist. i have always been a believer in 
democracy.”

Suffice it to say that after being convicted 
of disorderly conduct and fined $1 for heckling, 
Pontius says he had to fight to keep his job.

“i was told that the political science department 
was overstaffed,” recalls Pontius.  “but i saved my 
job because the history and sociology departments 
gave me some extra courses to teach.”

later, Pontius would be on the hot seat 
again when he revealed during a traffic court 
appearance for a speeding ticket that ticket 
fixing “characterizes a great deal that goes on 
in chicago,” the Chicago Sun Times reported. At 
the time, Pontius also told the assistant state’s 
attorney he had talked with a precinct captain 
about ticket fixing, according to the Sun Times.

those comments landed Pontius and two of his 
students, including one who 
was an assistant democratic 
precinct captain, before a 
cook county grand jury.  the 
three took lie detector tests 
to determine who was telling 
the truth about a conversation 
the group had about ticket 
fixing in a car while driving to 
Springfield, the Chicago Tribune 
reported. However, the tests 
showed “confused findings” and 
no charges were ever brought by 
the grand jury, the Tribune said. 

the case opened old wounds 
with the University.

 “i was accused of violating 
the trust of a student,” recalls 
Pontius. “And i had to get a lawyer 
and fight to keep my job again.”

wayne kennedy (bA, ’63), who 
was in the car with Pontius and the 

other student during the conversation that the 
grand jury probed, was among many students 

continued from previous page

DaLE POnTiUS: 
Standing Strong for a Century

aBoVE: dale Pontius during his 
tenure as a roosevelt university 
political science professor.

riGHt: anonymous letter decrying 
dale Pontius that was sent to the 
university in 1953.



who wrote letters and signed petitions in Pontius’ 
defense.

“dale Pontius was courageous in expressing 
his opinions and he was very effective in getting 
students to think for themselves,” said kennedy.  
“if you can’t do that at a university, where can 
you do it?”

kennedy believes Pontius did the right thing in 
reporting what had been said during the car ride.

“i think standing up to Mccarthy and standing 
up against government corruption are good 
issues to be involved with,” said kennedy. “And 
i think it’s a credit to Roosevelt University that 
Pontius wasn’t fired.”

landing on his feet, Pontius went on to 
become internationally known for chiding the 
world’s two superpowers—the United States and 
the Soviet Union—in 1962 over their nuclear 
testing policies.

The New York Times reported that Pontius 
said the Soviet Union “was in error in unilaterally 
breaking a moratorium” and that it was the first 
time “an American had spoken in such a manner 
at a meeting designed…to advance the Soviet 
point of view.”

the Chicago Daily News made Pontius into a 
local hero with its editorial comments: “Usually 
we manage to restrain our enthusiasm for 
Professor Pontius and his eccentricities…this 
time it seems he not only pumped a little life into 
a dull meeting but may even have succeeded in 
getting a point through the Russian hide.”

Time magazine concluded that what “stunned 
the pro-communist audience” was when Pontius 
remarked: “if you continue calling one power a 
warmonger or wild beast of imperialism without 
denouncing your own governments when they 
pursue activities that endanger the safety of the 
world, you may get emotional satisfaction…but 
you are not helping the cause of peace.”

in a nutshell, that’s what Pontius says he was 
doing—advancing the cause of peace. And that’s 
what he did in the twilight of his Roosevelt career 
during the Sixties, protesting the Vietnam war as 
a peaceful street demonstrator and running as an 
unsuccessful but self-styled “peace” candidate for 
congress.

Pontius retired from Roosevelt in 1971 at 
age 65. Since his retirement, he has enjoyed a 
number of hobbies including reading and birding. 
A birdwatcher since he was a teenager, Pontius 
became president of the chicago ornithological 
Society, a local birdwatching club.

“one of the things you learn when you get my 
age is that your friends aren’t around anymore, 
but i feel lucky to be here and i haven’t changed 
too much,” said Pontius.
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1906:  dale Pontius born,    
 groveport, ohio, July 27

1947: Pontius hired by   
 Roosevelt college

1952: Pontius heckles  
 Senator Joseph  
 Mccarthy

1956: Pontius and two students   
 testify before a grand jury  
 on ticket fixing conversation

1962: Pontius criticizes the  
 United States and  
 Soviet Union in  
 Moscow speech

1965: Pontius is arrested for  
 disorderly conduct in  
 San francisco during  
 Vietnam war protest

1968: Pontius runs as peace   
 candidate for congress

1971: Pontius retires from 
 Roosevelt University

1986: Pontius becomes   
 president of chicago  
 ornithological Society

2006: Pontius celebrates   
 his 100th birthday
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Augie HAAs (BM, ’06)LornA eLAM-JAckson ed.d, ’06)

EMiLy BROOkS
Roosevelt University is a special place for the 
brooks family. in May, emily brooks (bS, ’06) 
became the fifth member of her family to graduate 
from Roosevelt and word is her brother is coming 
here in the fall. A biology major and chemistry 
minor, brooks earned all As in her coursework. She 
plans to become a doctor, and has been admitted 
to three medical schools and is waitlisted at two 
more. She chose Roosevelt because of the small-
size classes, diverse student body and Scholars 
Program. the fact that her father, uncle, aunt and 
sister all graduated from Roosevelt also played a 
role in her decision. during junior year, brooks 
was an intern at weiss Memorial Hospital. there, 
she observed patients and rotated through the 
hospital’s specializations. “the two weeks i spent 
in the intensive care unit opened my eyes as i 
realized how difficult it is to properly diagnose 
a patient,” she said. As a senior, she founded the 
University’s Premed/Preprofessional club, and 
as its president, she organized weekly review 
sessions for the McAt test. throughout her 
Roosevelt career, she also has tutored biology and 
chemistry students.  “i feel that my undergraduate 
curriculum has prepared me for medical school,” 
she said.

LORna ELaM-jaCkSOn
Receiving her doctoral degree in education 
in May, lorna elam-Jackson (ed.d, ’06) credits 
Roosevelt University with changing her life. 

Unhappy with her job, elam-Jackson moved from 
the state of washington as a single mother in 
2002 to enroll in the University’s educational 
leadership and organizational change program. 
Since then, she has served as a graduate assistant 
in the college of education, welcomed home her 
son who served in iraq, gotten married, given 
birth to two daughters, received straight As, 
worked in the University of chicago’s center for 
Psychiatric Rehabilitation, and has written a 500-
page dissertation based on a project for the U.S. 
department of State. because of her training as 
a mental health therapist in washington, elam-
Jackson was asked to create a curriculum teaching 
iraqis how to provide community mental health 
services to thousands who were tortured during 
Saddam Hussein’s regime. the curriculum she 
wrote with iraqi physicians has been translated 
into kurdish and Arabic, and has been used to 
train new community mental health workers in 
iraq. in fact, it is so successful that a version of it 
may be used in cambodia and Rwanda. 

aUGiE HaaS
one of the University’s most talented and 
successful students is Augie Haas (bM, ’06), a 
21-year-old jazz trumpet player who received 
his bachelor’s degree in jazz studies from the 
University in May.  A wisconsin native, Haas had 
not achieved the same academic success as many 
other incoming students when he first came to 
chicago college of Performing Arts in 2002. that’s 

RoosEVElt studEnts       succEEd          InspIRE

eMiLy Brooks (Bs, ’06)
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because Haas has dyslexia. this reading disability, 
however, didn’t stop Haas from excelling at 
most everything he’s done at Roosevelt. As a 
sophomore, he was selected to perform four 
shows with the legendary Philly PoPS orchestra. 
the summer after his junior year, he was chosen 
as lead trumpet for the 2005 disney collegiate 
All-Star band.  last fall, he performed a solo 
rendition of the national anthem at a green bay 
Packers game. He also served as a student trustee 
on the University’s board of trustees, and was 
instrumental in founding the tau kappa epsilon 
fraternity which has been engaged in service 
activities including a canned food drive and a 
fundraiser for Alzheimer’s disease.  Haas received 
a full scholarship at the University of Miami 
where he will be a teaching assistant and begin 
his graduate studies in the fall. 

DiVya kaPaDia
the University’s international student union 
wasn’t very active or visible when divya kapadia 
(bS, ’06), a native of india and oman, arrived 
at Roosevelt in 2002. four years later, however, 
the international student union is engaged and 
thriving with new members thanks to kapadia’s 
organizing efforts. A May graduate with a 
bachelor’s degree in hospitality and tourism 
management, the international student union 
president has distinguished himself as one of the 
University’s most active student leaders. Among 
accomplishments, he has increased camaraderie 
and gotten international students involved 

in the University’s international day, movie 
nights, ice-skating parties, pizza parties and free 
dance classes. “i believe the skills i’ve learned in 
organizing student activities will be helpful to 
me in the hotel industry,” said kapadia, 21, who 
hopes to gain experience as a hotel manager in 
the United States within the next 10 years before 
returning to india where he wants to own and 
operate a hotel. At Roosevelt, kapadia also was a 
resident assistant at the Herman crown center 
and an active volunteer and student recruiter for 
the University’s annual new deal Service day. 

MOLLy LayTOn anD MaRk MinTOn
Molly layton (bfA, ’06) and Mark Minton (bfA, ’06) 
met as freshmen in 2002 while moving into 
University housing.  “i heard someone moving 
in on my floor and i wanted to say hi,” recalled 
layton, 21, a theatre major and Roosevelt scholar 
who knew it was love at first sight. “Absolutely,” 
agreed Minton, 21, a theatre major who has been 
dating layton ever since. they didn’t know back 
then that they would support each other as cancer 
hit in both of their families. “Mark knows how to 
live life to the fullest, and he helped me loosen 
up and not be so stressed,” said layton, who lost 
her mother in April 2005. About the same time, 
Minton’s 24-year-old brother was diagnosed with 
cancer. “there have been a lot of times when i just 
wanted to leave the theatre program, but Molly 
gave me the strength to stay,” said Minton. After 
staying the course for four years, the two graduated

continued on next page 
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together with bachelor of fine arts degrees in 
May. they’re not talking marriage yet, but plans 
are for the two to stay together and to start a 
theatre company in chicago. Also, Roosevelt will 
remain a family affair as Molly’s father, a high 
school teacher, enters the theatre conservatory’s 
fast-track master’s program this summer.

MaTTHEW VanDRUSH
when business student Matthew Vandrush  
(bSbA, ’06) came to Roosevelt in 2002, he didn’t 
realize that getting through college would be such 
a struggle.  He didn’t count on his son, Andrew, 
becoming maladjusted at school with Asperger 
Syndrome, a form of autism. Vandrush tried three 
different public school settings before opting to 
homeschool his son. Spending seven hours daily 
for the last three years instructing his son in 
math, science, english, reading, writing, history, 
physical education and basic life skills, Vandrush 
has had a full-time job with homeschooling. He’s 
been unable to take a job because of it, leaving 
his wife to be sole breadwinner and making it 
difficult for Vandrush to afford to finish college. 
He had only two free hours a day to prepare 
for a full-time evening class load at Roosevelt.  
Still, he graduated with honors, receiving a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting in May. A two-
time recipient of the walter e. Heller college of 
business Administration’s merit scholarship, 
Vandrush earned a 3.96 grade point average. He 
also put his son, who now reads at the 12th grade 

level, on track for fall when he will start at a new 
school in olympia, wash., where Vandrush hopes 
to find a job as an auditor.  

jEnniFER VLk
After hospitalization for complications from a 
concurrent bout of flu and food-borne hepatitis A, 
Jennifer Vlk (bS, ’06) had time to think about her 
future. A 1990 bradley University international 
studies graduate, software consultant and web-
site manager, Vlk, 37, decided during her recovery 
to pursue her childhood dream of becoming a 
medical doctor. in May, the Roosevelt Scholar 
and prestigious Share fellow graduated with 
a 3.9 grade point average, a bachelor’s degree 
in biology and University awards. Vlk began 
pursuing her dream in fall 2003 after learning 
through research that many students in medical 
school are 30 years of age or older. An assistant 
laboratory manager and teacher’s assistant 
for biology and chemistry classes, Vlk won 
the University’s student employee of the year 
award and the Roosevelt library’s undergraduate 
research award for “the impact of Plant diversity, 
Soil Moisture, and Soil temperature on bacterial 
decomposition of boreal and Moist-tropical 
forest litter,” a research paper with more than 50 
sources. She is doing a clinical research internship 
at Vanderbilt University in nashville, tenn., and 
will take placement tests and apply to medical 
schools in the fall.
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this status stems primarily from the unique 
plants and animals that inhabit the island, with 
the vast majority found nowhere else in the 
world. the most famous of these endemic groups 
are the lemurs, primitive primates that, in many 
cases, are one step away from extinction.

even though biologists have devoted a great 
deal of effort to studying and preserving the fau-
na of Madagascar, little is known about the ori-
gins of the inhabitants. Scientists do know that 
Madagascar separated from mainland Africa 
around 160 million years ago, and was connected 
to the indian Subcontinent until about 90 mil-
lion years ago, when india split off and began its 
trek north until its eventual collision with Asia, 
raising the Himalayan Mountains in the pro-
cess. it is this long period of isolation that has 
allowed the animals of Madagascar to not only 
evolve into the wondrous forms we see today, but 
also to be shielded from an easy influx of animals 
from elsewhere that might have competed with 
the natives and driven them to extinction.  

it is unclear when the ancestors of today’s 
inhabitants made it to the island since the fossil 
record of Madagascar has been extremely poor, 
preventing any attempt to explore this ques-
tion.  it was the desire to address this very issue 

that led a small group of paleontologists, includ-
ing myself, to apply for a research grant in 1993.  
our plan was to explore an area in northwestern 
Madagascar where fossils, primarily dinosaurs, 
had been discovered in the past, with the hopes 
of finding mammal fossils. if our expedition was 
successful, not to mention lucky, we would be 
able to shed some light on the origins of some 

of the mammals living in 
Madagascar today.

that initial group in 
1993, under the leadership 
of david krause of the State 
University of new york at 
Stony brook, included pri-
marily experts in fossil 
mammals. in addition, we 
were joined by colleagues 
from Madagascar, including 
several Malagasy students.

Very rarely does a trip 
like this live up to the 
adventurous hype that peo-
ple normally envision when 
they think of a fossil-col-
lecting expedition, but this 
one certainly qualified. it 
began with a three-day, 300-
mile drive from the capital 
of Antananarivo to our field 
area outside of the seaport of Mahajanga. the time 
it takes to make this drive now has decreased tre-
mendously with the improvement of the roads 
and the increased dependability of vehicles—it 
now takes us about 10 hours.  Still, that initial 

three-day journey 
was an incredi-
ble initiation into 
the sights, sounds, 
smells and culture 
of the island.

once the team 
finally arrived at its destination and made the 
appropriate petitions to the local villagers to gain 
permission to work in their vicinity, the search for 
the elusive mammal fossils could begin. As luck 
would have it, the first mammal tooth, by far the 
oldest mammal fossil ever found in Madagascar, 
was discovered only 15 minutes into our first 
day. it would also turn out to be the only mam-

Madagascar, the fourth largest island in the world and 
located approximately 250 miles off the southeast coast 
of Africa, has long been known as one of the greatest 
mysteries in the world of natural history. 

aBoVE: Gregory Buckley, 
associate professor in the Bachelor 
of General Studies program, holds 
70-million-year-old fossils of the 
back of the skull and front of the 
snout of a long snout crocodile he 
discovered in Madagascar.

My 70-MilliON-yEAR-Old
diScoVeRieS fAcUlty eSSAy  

by Associate Professor gregory A. buckley

continued on next page

As luck would have it, the first mammal tooth, by far 
the oldest mammal fossil ever found in Madagascar, 
was discovered only 15 minutes into our first day.
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mal fossil we would find for the next three years. 
despite the frustration of not finding as many 
mammals as was hoped, the team was over-
whelmed with the other fossil material discov-
ered that first year, and so several of us applied 
for and received a large grant from the national 
Science foundation to continue our work.  

Some of the most abundant animal fossils 
recovered were those of crocodiles. Since our ini-
tial expeditionary crew didn’t have anyone work-
ing on this group of animals, and since mammals 
were in such short supply, i quickly changed my 

area of focus and began working on the croco-
diles. it would turn out to be one of the most for-
tunate decisions i could have made.  

before our team started our research there was 
a total of nine fossil species known from the area 
in which we were digging. After six trips since 
that initial survey in 1993, we now have almost 
60 species. Almost all of those 50 additional spe-
cies are new to science, never before discovered in 
Madagascar or the rest of the world. As far as the 
crocodiles go, we have a total of seven different 
types, six of which were previously unknown.

this diversity of crocodiles is unprecedent-
ed in the fossil record.  in order for the ancient 
Madagascar environment to be able to support 
that many different forms, it was necessary for 
the crocodiles to take on a wide array of physical 
features adapted to deal with different food sourc-
es.  if they were all similar, and all eating basically 
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the same prey item, the competition would have 
been fierce and surely not all of them could have 
cohabitated in the same vicinity.  Such diversity 
can be seen in the crocodiles our team has found 
in Madagascar. 

one of the first species i described from the 
area was a large crocodile, reaching up to 15 feet 
in length. At first all i had to work with was a 
beautiful complete skeleton, lacking only the 
skull.  based on this material, i named the species 
Mahajangasuchus insignis, or “the remarkable 
crocodile of Mahajanga.” Since these initial find-

ings, our group has discovered two nearly com-
plete skulls of the animal, and it has lived up to 
its name. its head was remarkably large, with a 
broad U-shaped skull and extremely large, carniv-
orous teeth. when its mouth was agape it resem-
bled a hippopotamus, but one that was capable of 
capturing and drowning any of the dinosaurs that 
inhabited the shoreline of the ancient streams in 
which it lived.

in addition to Mahajangasuchus, the croco-
dile fauna included a small terrestrial crocodile 
named Araripesuchus. Although this diminutive 
form was only about three feet long at maturity, it 
presumably spent little time in the water where it 
could have fallen prey to larger crocodiles.  based 
on its teeth, Araripesuchus ate primarily insects 
or other small land animals. Perhaps the most 
important bit of information that can be gleaned 
from this species is its close relationship to oth-
er species known from South America. this same 
relationship, linking the animals of Madagascar 
to the animals known from the same time period 
in South America, is seen in our other crocodiles 
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as well as in the dinosaurs, snakes, mammals and 
other identifiable fossils.

Probably the most exciting crocodile discov-
ery was made in 1999. when it was chanced upon, 
most of it was still encased in rock.  All that i knew 
on the day i collected it was that it was a crocodile 
and that it was going to be in pretty good shape.  
once it arrived at my lab at the field Museum i 
began slowly clearing away its encasing shroud 
of rock and discovered that it was something on 
which i wish i could end my career, because i’ll 
never find an animal as bizarre and interesting as 
this one. what was revealed was a short-headed, 
pug-nosed crocodile in absolutely pristine condi-
tion. what made the animal even more bizarre 
was the battery of clove-shaped teeth that filled 
its mouth. Most crocodile teeth consist of just a 
tall, single point that pierces and holds its prey. 
these teeth were flattened side to side and had 
multiple little cusps in a row. based on this infor-
mation, i was left to assume that this crocodile, 
which i named Simosuchus, or “pug-nosed croco-
dile,” was also a vegetarian.

our most recent expeditions continue to yield 
spectacular fossils. in 2003 our team ventured to 
an area outside of that in which we had been 
working for 10 years. 

Much of what i study in Madagascar has made 
its way into my classroom where i’m teaching 
the Seminar in the natural Sciences course in 
the evelyn t. Stone University college. Many of 

1�

the topics that are discussed in that class, such 
as evolution, geologic time, the diversity of life 
through time and life’s relationship to the chang-
ing positions of the earth’s continents, are illus-
trated with examples arising from my Madagascar 
research. it is so much easier to explain some of 
these concepts, most of which are pretty abstract 
to the average student, using real-life research 
where i can actually let the students touch a 70-
million-year-old fossil.  

work still continues in Madagascar, with 
another expedition planned for the summer of 
2007, and there is still much to discover. each 
trip yields new treasures, but our “shopping lists” 
remain long. Heading my shopping list are skulls 
of the three species of crocodiles for which we 
have very little material. whether or not they are 
found, i know that our team will find something 
that increases our knowledge of what the end 
of the Age of dinosaurs was like on this remote 
island of Madagascar, and that these discoveries 
will continue to find their way into my classroom 
at Roosevelt.

Gregory a. Buckley, associate professor in the Bachelor 
of General Studies program, joined roosevelt university 
in 1999, five years after earning his Ph.d. in geology 
from rutgers university. He also is a research associate 
at Chicago’s Field Museum of Natural History.   

oPPoSitE: a cast of the skull 
of Mahajangasuchus insignis 
(the remarkable crocodile of 
Mahajanga), discovered by 
Gregory Buckley in 2001.

aBoVE: Buckley’s crocodile 
discoveries are on display in the 
Field Museum of Natural History.
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deAn geoRge loweRy StePS down

george lowery,  dean of the college of  
education, has stepped down after nine years 
at the helm. As head of the college since 
1997, lowery is credited with presiding over a 
number of successes including major increases 
in college of education enrollment, re-
establishment of a special education program 
and the award of grants totaling $6.5 million, 
said Pam Reid, executive vice president and 
provost, who thanked lowery for his many  
years of service. while lowery returns to 
teaching as a full professor in the college of 
education, the University will embark on a 
search for a new dean to replace him. during 
this period, James gandre, dean of chicago 
college of Performing Arts, will serve as interim 
dean of the college of education.  Meanwhile, 
Sharon grant, associate professor of education, 

has been appointed associate dean of the 
college of education and will assist gandre 
with college of education administration. 

10-yeAR AccReditAtion RecoMMended

in April, a nine-member accreditation team 
from the Higher learning commission of the 
north central Association was on campus 
to meet with members of the Roosevelt 
community and representatives from the board 
of trustees. following its two-day visit, the 
team announced two major recommendations, 
both of which are great news for the University. 
first, Roosevelt will be recommended for re-
accreditation, without qualifications, for 10 
years, the maximum period allowed. Second, 
the University’s request to extend accreditation 
to include fully online degree programs will 
be recommended for approval. the Higher 
learning commission is expected to officially 
approve the team’s recommendations in July 
or August.

new deAl SeRVice dAy AttRActS 300

in early April, nearly 300 students, faculty and 
staff members went to six locations in the city 
and northwest suburbs to lend a hand for the 
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PRofeSSoR winS toP AwARd in bRitAin

gary wolfe, professor of humanities and english 
at Roosevelt and one of the world’s foremost 
critics of science fiction, has received an award 
from the british Science fiction Association for 
his non-fiction book Soundings:  Reviews 1992-
1996. “it’s quite an honor and kind of unusual 
for an American to win an award of this kind 
from the british science fiction community,” 
said wolfe, who was named the winner of 
bSfA’s top award at an annual conference in 
glasgow, Scotland. the world Science fiction 
Association also has nominated the book for a 
Hugo Award. 

7-yeAR AccReditAtion foR Psyd

Roosevelt’s doctoral (Psyd) program in clinical 
psychology was re-accredited by the American 

fourth annual new deal Service day. Volunteers 
in chicago helped out at either Jane Addams 
Hull House, Albany Park community center or 
the House of Mary and Joseph Shelter. in the 
suburbs, the sites included friendship Village, 
a residential facility for Alexian brothers and 
clearbrook center.

RU decReASeS tUition foR MAny

last year, Roosevelt reduced tuition for most 
full-time undergraduate students. during 
the 2006-2007 academic year, the University 
is decreasing or holding the line on tuition 
for graduate and part-time undergraduate 
students. “our new tuition schedule will make 
it financially advantageous for many students 
to take more courses each semester, thereby 
reducing the time it will take them to earn 
their degree,” said President chuck Middleton. 
tuition for full-time graduate students in the 
college of education will be $12,384 during the 
upcoming year. this is a 25 percent decrease 
for students taking 12 semester hours. full-
time graduate students in the business and 
liberal arts colleges will pay $13,374 per year. 
this is a 19 percent decrease for students taking 
12 semester hours. there will be no tuition 
increases for part-time undergraduate and 
graduate students in these colleges. tuition 
in 2006-2007 for full-time undergraduate 
students in these colleges will increase, but 
still will be below Roosevelt’s 2004-2005 tuition 
levels. full-time undergraduates in Roosevelt’s 
business, liberal arts and education colleges will 
pay $15,314 per year for 12-16 semester hours, 
an 8 percent increase for those taking 12-15 
semester hours and a 1.3 percent increase for 
those taking 16 hours. Meanwhile, tuition for 
full-time undergraduate and graduate students 
in the chicago college of Performing Arts (ccPA) 
will be $21,590 per year. while this reflects 
an increase, the college’s tuition will remain 
attractive compared with tuition at most of the 
competing performing arts colleges. 

21
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Psychological Association for seven years, 
the longest period that the committee on 
Accreditation will award. this is the second 
time that the program has been accredited. 
“this recognition and validation of the Psyd 
program will reap many rewards and also move 
the department into national consideration,” 
said Pamela Reid, provost and executive vice 
president. there are currently 60 students in 
the Psyd program, and at least 15 new students 
are expected to join the program in the fall.  

ccPA StUdentS PeRfoRM witH tony 
AwARd winneR MicHAel cRAwfoRd

twenty classical voice and musical theatre  
students in the chicago college of Performing 
Arts performed May 24 with tony Award 
winner Michael crawford (of Phantom of the 
Opera fame) during a special gala concert held 
in honor of the opening of the newly restored 
and renovated laSalle bank theatre in chicago, 
(formerly the Shubert theatre). “the students 
were ecstatic after the performance and so 
happy to be a part of this historic event. it 
was an honor for the college to be chosen by 
broadway in chicago and the nederlander 
organization to participate,” said James 
gandre, dean of ccPA.

StUdent teAMS fRoM bUSineSS college 
declARed cHAMPS

business Strategy game declared two student 
teams from the college of business grand 
champions in their industries in the best 

Strategy invitational competition for season 
one of 2006. business student competitors 
included nick tague and denis tarakanov 
of the essential Shoes team and david bate, 
cerene bowen, Rafal kubas and kimberly 
Phillips of the chucks team, which destroyed 
its competition.  in addition, adjunct business 
instructor dennis tucker was inducted into the 
business Strategy game-online Hall of fame 
as a master professor for shepherding the two 
grand champion teams. 

RooSeVelt bASebAll teAM foRMS 

Approximately 20 students have been  
practicing since early spring to start a  
Roosevelt lakers club baseball team. they 
are expected to play this summer and fall 
against club teams from columbia college 
chicago, northwestern, northeastern illinois, 
dePaul, loyola and Marquette universities. the 
Schaumburg flyers, a minor league franchise in 
the northern league, has offered the Roosevelt 
team the opportunity to use its home park, 
Alexian field, this fall for the games. 

University NEWS  continued from previous page
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FroM lEFt:  roosevelt’s torch wel-
comes visitors to the Schaumburg 
Campus.

the campus officially opened with 
a ribbon-cutting on aug. 17, 1996.

the campus as it looks today.

for a 10th anniversary, gifts of aluminum, tin or 
diamonds are considered appropriate.

 So it seems fitting that Roosevelt University’s 
Albert A. Robin campus in Schaumburg includes 
in its 10th anniversary celebration a diamond—
specifically, a baseball diamond.

on Sunday, July 30, Roosevelt University will 
celebrate a decade at its permanent campus in 
Schaumburg with a 12:05 p.m. birthday party at 
Alexian field, hosted by the Schaumburg flyers. 
the flyers’ mascot, bearon, will kick off the party 
with cake and ice cream on the field, and lead the 
crowd in singing “Happy birthday” to Roosevelt.

Although Roosevelt University has had a 
presence in the northwest suburbs for almost 
40 years offering classes at satellite locations, no 
permanent campus was established in the area 
until 1996, when the University purchased the 
former international headquarters of Unocal oil.

“Roosevelt University was the first, and 
continues to be the only, fully comprehensive 
university in the northwest suburbs,” said 
Antonia Potenza, vice president and dean of the 
Schaumburg campus.

Roosevelt hosted the official dedication for 
its new campus in Schaumburg on Aug. 17, 1996, 
which turned out to be a bright, sunny day. 
Potenza, then a faculty member in the college of 

By LiSa EnCaRnaCiOn

ScHAUMbURg cAMPUS
t o  c e l e b R A t e  1 0 - y E a R  A n n i V e R S A R y

education and chair of the University Senate, was 
part of the ribbon cutting ceremony.

in honor of that day, Roosevelt will host 
a community celebration of the campus’ 10th 
anniversary on Sept. 6, beginning at 4 p.m.

“we look forward to welcoming the comm-
unity and thanking them for their support here 
in Schaumburg and the northwest suburbs for so 
many years,” Potenza said.

Potenza explained that plans are also in the 
works to present a lecture series in conjunction 
with the institute for continued learning featuring 
talks by faculty members on timely topics.

the culminating event of the anniversary 
celebration will be the torchlight gala on 
Saturday, oct. 21. the theme of the black-tie 
event will, of course, be the celebration of the 
Robin campus’ decade in Schaumburg.

“the torchlight gala will provide us with a 
wonderful opportunity to highlight many of the 
accomplishments which have occurred at the 
Schaumburg campus during the past 10 years,” said 
Roosevelt trustee Joe klein, co-chair of the event.

invitations will be extended to those who were 
instrumental in the opening of the Schaumburg 
campus, past and present community leaders as 
well as current future community Scholars and 
alumni of the program.     
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FroM uPPEr lEFt: (Clockwise) 
Mentor Vickie lewis assists anna 
Bare.

Victoria izaguirre and her moth-
er, Mary izaguirre (BGS, ’02; Ma, 
’04) solve math problems during 
class. 

Erika Stevens and her daugh-
ter, amber Weatherspoon, work 
together on the computer.

Maiysha Bell challenges student 
Bridney Ford to think big. 

Querida Ellis works with student 
Stephany rosa. 

linda Pincham, associate pro-
fessor of secondary education, 
watches ruthie Nash complete an 
assignment.

“we developed the go-giRl program in response to 
some alarming trends which suggest that girls have 
been falling behind their male counterparts in math.”
PaMELa REiD, ROOSEVELT UniVERSiTy PROVOST anD ExECUTiVE ViCE PRESiDEnT 

Querida ellis has a very important question in mind 
as she stands before the class of 30 seventh-grade 
girls who are being trained at Roosevelt University 
to be comfortable in math. 

 “what’s a hypothesis?” asks ellis, a gradu-
ate secondary education major and one of eight 
Roosevelt University students who were men-
tors to the girls taking part last spring in the 
University’s unique gaining options:  girls 
investigate Real life (go-giRl) project.

As ellis pronounces the word slowly syllable 
by syllable, a hand pops up at the table where a 
group of girls who call themselves the kreative 
kats are perched over wireless computers.

 “oh, i know that!” shouts Ruthie nash, a 
seventh grader from deneen Middle School in 
chicago, standing up to give the definition of 
“hypothesis” as ellis looks her way. “it’s an edu-
cated guess!” nash says. developing a hypothesis 
was one of many skills that the girls learned dur-
ing go-giRl, a program co-created by Roosevelt 
University Provost and executive Vice President 
Pamela Reid and Sally Roberts, who is an assis-
tant professor at wayne State University’s college 
of education.

“we developed the go-giRl program in 
response to some alarming trends which suggest 
that girls have been falling behind their male 
counterparts in math,” said Reid, who received 
a national Science foundation grant to run the 
project at Roosevelt and four other universities.

during the two-year project, 12 and 13-year-
old girls recruited from middle schools are 
teamed with college student mentors who gain 
valuable teaching experience. 

 “Seventh grade is a very important time in 
a young girl’s life, and i felt it was a very good 
opportunity for me to get some experience work-
ing with this age group,” said barri Schwartz, a 
junior psychology major and go-giRl mentor.  

during daylong sessions held in March, April 
and May, the seventh grade girls who hailed from 
schools in chicago, its suburbs and even north-
west indiana learned about everything from 
using a calculator to potential careers in math.

continued on next page
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Four teams of seventh grade girls brain-
stormed among themselves and with 
their mentors to come up with a myriad 
of hypotheses on the causes and effects 
of teenage peer pressure.

lack of self respect, insecurity and paren-
tal interference were among the theories 
the girls arrived at to explain why some 
teens cave in to peer pressure.

the hypotheses, which were proven—
and in some cases disproven—after 
results of a scientific survey filled out 
by high school students throughout the 
region, included the following:

• teenage girls don’t have enough self  
 respect dealing with boys.

• Peer pressure is caused by a change in  
 a teen’s life.

• Many teens think parents put them  
 under pressure.

• Peer pressure mostly happens in  
 school.

• teens get peer pressured into having  
 sexual relations.

• People with insecure lives are more  
 prone to give in to peer pressure.

“these hypotheses were sophisticated 
and inciteful, and served as the basis—
and one of the cornerstones—of the girls’ 
work during the recent Go-Girl project,” 
said linda Pincham, associate professor 
of secondary education and director of 
Go-Girl.

What is the root of 
peer pressure in 
teenage girls?

“i don’t like that we have to get up early on Saturdays, but i 
like that we’re learning new things that are good for me to know,” 
said Mykhail doss, a seventh grader at Heritage Middle School in 
lansing, ill. doss hopes to become an obstetrician-gynecologist.

At a time when girls are shaping self images, seventh grade is 
the optimum period to introduce math as both interesting and 
accessible, said linda Pincham, an associate professsor of second-
ary education and an expert in adolescent development who is 
directing the go-giRl project at Roosevelt.

 “we spend a lot of time in the program talking about gender 
issues and the importance of young women becoming more profi-
cient in math, said Pincham.

that’s because recent research on proficiencies in math at U.S. 
high schools has shown that high school boys are more likely than 
their female counterparts to take advanced math courses includ-
ing trigonometry and calculus, said Pincham.

And even when girls do take the same high school math and sci-
ence courses as their male counterparts, research shows that girls 
haven’t kept up in pursuing math-related careers, she added.

“Math is probably my worst subject, but i feel that i can learn 
more and express myself much more freely than usual because 
there are no boys here,” said caroline kenworthy, a seventh grader 
from Roosevelt Middle School in River forest, ill.

during the program, the girls developed a scientific survey 
looking for answers to why peer pressure occurs.  

“we’ve learned a lot about peer pressure and we’ve worked a 
lot with computers,” said Victoria izaguirre, a seventh grader at 
Heritage Middle School in berwyn, ill. “what i learned is that math 
is really interesting and fun,” she added.

like many of the girls in the program, izaguirre is being encour-
aged to delve into math by a parent, Roosevelt University histo-
ry graduate student Mary izaguirre (bgS, ’02) (MA, ’04). She is the 
behind-the-scenes coordinator of Roosevelt’s go-giRl project.

“the most striking thing about the program is that it brings 
together girls from diverse backgrounds and encourages them to 
work both independently and as teams,” she said.

“And i’m amazed and delighted at just how well this program is 
resonating with my daughter,” izaguirre added.

the girls, who were tested for math proficiency before beginning 
their coursework, also took exams at the end of their sessions to 
determine how well various components of the program worked.

“we intend to use the data from this project to determine what 
works and what doesn’t when it comes to putting young girls on track 
toward careers in math, science and technology,” said Pincham.

the go-giRl project, which will enter its second year at 
Roosevelt in the spring of 2007, also is being run simultaneous-
ly at Howard University, the University of Pennsylvania, illinois 
wesleyan University and wayne State University in conjunction  
with the University of Michigan. “we are so proud of these girls, 
and believe, because of their training, that the playing field in 
math and technology is being leveled,” said izaguirre.

continued from previous page
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aBoVE: Peter Fallon, associate 
professor of journalism, says that 
television networks no longer 
devote sufficient air time to 
serious issues.

Peter fallon, associate professor of journalism, 
spent 17 years as a news editor for nbc’s Today 
Show. now he almost never watches television.

“from my childhood i remember television 
being an instrument of social change.  it opened 
windows on worlds that i hadn’t seen,” he says.  
“today, unfortunately, it is an instrument of 
social stasis.”  

that bleak view of an industry he once loved 
is a major reason fallon gave up a coveted job in 
Manhattan to become a university professor.  

“on a daily basis my work was being seen 
by several million people, but in a classroom as 
a part-time instructor, i was making more of an 
impression on my 15 students than i was at nbc,” 
he recalls.

A white-haired irishman who wears sandals 
daily except when there’s snow on the ground, 
fallon has found his niche at Roosevelt University.  
Here he does the things that interest him the 
most: challenging journalism students to think 
critically, expressing through his “blog” in tHe 
dARk (http:://rujournalism.blogspot.com) his 
observations on world events and writing books. 

His most recent book, Printing, Literacy and 
Education in Eighteenth Century Ireland: Why the 
Irish Speak English, is a scholarly examination of 
how the english managed over time to break down 
irish cultural barriers. in particular, he describes 
how the irish, starting only in the late 1700s, 
(some 250 years after ireland’s development), 
were slow to adopt the newest technology—the 
printing press.  

 “dr. fallon is quite opinionated about politics 
and the field of journalism, but that is what i love 
about him,” says senior nicole briggs. “i’ve taken 
three classes with him because he challenges 
my thought process and inspires me to think 
independently.”

fallon believes that people who get their news 
from television are just scratching the surface.  
“there are dozens of stories that are not being 
picked up by nbc, cbS, Abc, fox, even PbS,” he 
says. “i just happen to be by temperament the 
type of person who believes that some stories 
are really, really important. take for example 
the story of luis Posada carriles, a former ciA 
operative linked to the 1976 bombing of a cuban 
airliner who is now living free in Miami. why 
aren’t we talking about him, especially during 
a time when we are fighting a so-called ‘war on 
terrorism’?”

fallon is an expert in the field of media 
ecology, a study of how human perceptions and 
values are affected by the way we communicate 

continued on next page
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through books, television, newspapers, film, 
radio, the internet, etc. “i like to look at new 
technologies and consider what they do for us 
and what they take away from us. for example, 
do we write differently on a pad of paper than we 
do on a computer?”

Janell wrightsell, one of his graduate students 
studying journalism through the lens of media 
ecology, finds the topic fascinating.  “i am learning 
how new media and technologies influence our 
daily lives and shape the world,” she says.

during his nbc career, fallon came to work at 
midnight to prepare news stories that were read 
in the morning by hosts Jane Pauley, deborah 
norville, bryant gumbel, and katie couric, among 
others. of all the Today Show anchors he worked 
with, he had the greatest respect for gumbel. 
“bryant was the smartest and most professional 
person i worked with at nbc. He knew intuitively 
what were the right and wrong questions to ask.”  

Much to fallon’s displeasure, television news 
shows began changing in the 1980s. He says 
serious issues were trivialized and thought-
provoking interviews, which occasionally lasted 
30 minutes, were cut to seven minutes because 
producers felt the American public lost interest 
in long pieces.

in reaction to the changes going on at nbc, 
fallon enrolled in the doctoral program at new 
york University in Media ecology and began 
teaching part-time. “i discovered that i got 1,000 
times more personal satisfaction in the classroom 
than at work,” he says.

finally in 1999, he accepted a buyout from 
nbc, and took a job as a full-time professor at 
Molloy college in Rockville center, n.y., where he 
worked before coming to Roosevelt in 2003.

“Peter’s a terrific addition to our faculty 
because he’s so versatile,” says linda Jones, chair 
of Roosevelt’s department of communication. 
“with all of his broadcasting background, he can 
run a news broadcasting class—he can teach the 
technology of shooting and editing as well as the 
writing and producing parts. then the next day 
—or the same day—he can talk neil Postman in 
a thought-provoking and challenging class like 
media criticism.”

Promoted to associate professor with tenure 
in April, fallon is now at work on a new book 
called The Metaphysics of Media, a historical look 
at how different media promote and support 
different views of reality. “in the book,” he says, 
“i ask the questions all journalists must consider: 
‘what’s important, what’s not important and 
what do we really need to know.’” 

An excerpt from Printing, 
literacy and Education in 
Eighteenth Century ireland: 
Why the irish Speak English 

By PETER FaLLOn

“…Each new technology empowers us in 
some way. it allows us to do something we 
haven’t done before, or to do something 
in a different, ostensibly better, way. the 
example of ireland in the eighteenth centu-
ry is a good example of this. No one would 
argue that the assimilation of the English 
language and literacy has been anything 
but beneficial to the irish; indeed, irish lit-
eracy in English has been beneficial to the 
entire English-speaking world. But we must 
be careful to choose those tools which 
give us the best return for our investment. 
Because, as i have tried to demonstrate, 
we can lose something very precious in the 
changeover from one technique to the next. 
We may find that, once the change is done, 
we are impotent to undo it.”

in June, Fallon presented a paper based 
on Why the irish Speak English at the first 
annual Conference on irish Studies at the 
National university of ireland, Galway.

continued from previous page
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aBoVE: roosevelt university’s cre-
ative writing students share their 
work in class workshops and at 
off-campus literary events. From 
left are: Emily Culella, rebecca 
tirrell, Catherine Nienaber and 
Krys Buckendahl.

from its lakefront views to its ethnic 
neighborhoods, chicago is becoming a chosen 
stop for writers in the making.

“i knew i wanted to go to graduate school for 
creative writing, but i didn’t want to be in the 
middle of nowhere.  So, i moved to chicago,” said 
krys buckendahl, an aspiring fiction and creative 
nonfiction writer in the University’s master of 
fine arts in creative writing program.

Among a growing number of writers in the 
program, buckendahl chose Roosevelt because it 
offers specializations in more than one genre—
fiction, creative nonfiction and poetry.

like nearly half of those in the graduate 
program, buckendahl is not from chicago or 
illinois.  He chose Roosevelt’s creative writing 
program as much for its variety as its location.  

“i like seeing the neighborhood flavors, all the 
political stuff going on, the immigration rallies,” 
said buckendahl, who is from columbus, ohio. 

“these experiences are going to be fuel for 
my writing once i’ve had a few years to absorb 
and reflect,” added buckendahl, who moved to 
chicago and joined the program in fall 2004.

that fall semester was the first time a 
significant number of writers began coming to 
the creative writing program from other parts 
of the country, according to Janet wondra, 
associate professor of english and film studies 
and coordinator of creative writing.

“we’ve done a lot of outreach in terms of both 
local and national advertising,” said wondra, who 
has watched enrollment in the program triple in 
size since 2001.

“At the same time, we’ve worked to expand 
our reading series and have been successful in 
attracting high-caliber writers from all over the 
country,” she said. 

the reading series, held several times during 
the fall and spring semesters, has hosted noted 
novelists, essayists, non-fiction writers and poets. 
those who have read from their work and led 
workshops with students include: novelist and 
screenwriter Richard Price, essayist Judith kitchen 
and novelist Audrey niffenegger, Pushcart 
prizewinner Michael Martone and poets Mark 
doty, Albert goldbarth and deborah cummins. 

“these are top-notch writers who not only 
shared tips and critiqued student work, but 
who also were mentors and role models for our 
students,” said wondra.

Hailing from medium-sized cities and rural 
areas across the country, budding writers are 
choosing Roosevelt—and chicago—in part 
because of the diversity of culture and life that 
the experience offers.

“when i got to chicago, i wrote about my first 
big moments exploring the city and bumping 
into people that i made fast friends with,” said 
catherine nienaber, a creative nonfiction writer 
from Portland, ore.

cReAtiVe wRiting StUdentS find tHeiR inSPiRAtion in cHicAgo

bigtHe city of StoRieS
By LaURa janOTa

continued on next page
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one topic she wrote about recently was the 
city of chicago’s blue-bag recycling program and 
the malaise that some chicago residents in her 
bridgeport neighborhood have toward recycling 
—very different from the enthusiasm for recycling 
that many take to heart in Portland.

it’s not just chicago’s differences, its urban 
sprawl and its rather realistic, and even cynical, 
attitude that appeal to nienaber.

“i like the professors here. 
they’re different than the ones i 
knew back home,” said nienaber.  
“they’re honest when they 
critique your writing, they treat 
you like an adult and they’re not 
afraid to offend if they believe a 
suggestion can help.”

Rebecca tirrell, a creative nonfiction writer 
from Morgantown, Pa., also has written about 
her impressions of her chicago neighborhood, 
Uptown, since joining the program last fall.

“i’ve written about what the Uptown 
neighborhood is like now, what it could become 
if it is rebuilt and my struggle with what would 
be lost in the process,” said tirrell, who enjoys 
the camaraderie among the program’s students 
who regularly attend poetry slams at the historic 
green Mill in chicago’s Uptown.

environmental character and camaraderie 
were not tirrell’s main reason for choosing the 
program though.

“these experiences are going to be 

fuel for my writing once i’ve had a 

few years to absorb and reflect.”

kRyS BUCkEnDaHL, MFa STUDEnT in THE 

CREaTiVE WRiTinG PROGRaM

REGina BUCCOLa is associate professor of 
english, a published poet and the author 
of original monologues that she has 
performed on stages all over chicago.  

jOSEPH FEDORkO teaches playwriting 
at Roosevelt University, is a long-time 
resident playwright at chicago dramatists 
and has had productions staged all over the 
country.

LiSa STOLLEy teaches fiction writing at 
Roosevelt University, and is an award-
winning writer whose fiction has appeared 
in Hawaii Review and Passages North.

CREaTiVE WRiTinG FaCULTy aT ROOSEVELT UniVERSiTy
janET WOnDRa is associate professor 
of english and film studies, coordinator 
of the creative writing program and 
an award-winning filmmaker whose 
poetry and creative non-fiction have 
appeared in the Southern Review and 
the Michigan Quarterly Review.

MaRy annE MOHanRaj is visiting 
assistant professor of english, author 
of the novel Bodies in Motion and a 
recent recipient of an illinois Arts 
council fellowship. 

FRanCinE SanDERS teaches 
screenwriting at Roosevelt University 
and recently received a fellowship 
for the project “expanding History 
of cinema teaching & learning 
opportunities.” 

FRank ROGaCzEWSki (not pictured) 
teaches poetry at Roosevelt University, 
is a featured poet in the book Vectors: 
New Poetics and has had poetry appear 
in Denver Quarterly and Another 
Chicago Magazine. 

JAnet wondrA FrAncine sAndersLisA stoLLeyJosepH FedorkoreginA BuccoLAMAry Anne MoHAnrAJ

“it is the most practical program i found,” 
said tirrell, who considered programs in chicago, 
boston and on the west coast before concluding 
that Roosevelt’s offered the best opportunity for 
practical job training.

enrolling last fall in the program’s unique 
literary magazine course in which students 
design, edit and produce the University’s annual 
Oyez Review literary magazine, tirrell learned a 
lot about the magazine submission process.

“what happens to writers’ submissions isn’t 
mysterious to me any more,” said tirrell, who 
believes the course has primed her for submitting 
her own writing to literary magazines. 

the award-winning Oyez Review, which has 
been around for nearly 40 years, features the best 
in new fiction, creative nonfiction and poetry. Since 
2001, the magazine has been part of the creative 
writing program, offering students a chance to 
edit, design, publish and promote a magazine 
even as they continue to creatively write. indeed, 
the course has been so productive that magazine 
circulation has doubled since 2001.

“My goal is to provide our students with as 
much practical knowledge as possible,” said 
wondra, a former editor for the Georgia Review 
and publisher of Oyez Review.

the magazine recently was redesigned with 
new and improved changes and will be unveiled 
during the upcoming academic year, said nick 

continued from previous page 



Since graduating two years ago, roosevelt university 
alumna Elizabeth aiossa (Ba, ’02; MFa, ’04) has put her 
master’s degree in creative writing to good use.

aiossa, who specialized in creative nonfiction at 
roosevelt, is now teaching creative writing and English 
composition full-time at the College of lake County, and is 
the first creative writing program graduate to get a tenure-
track position at a university.

“i wouldn’t be where i’m at right now without the 
degree,” said aiossa, who is also an editor on ClC’s Willow 
review literary magazine.

aiossa, who has been doing some of her own writing 
since graduating, also recently had a creative nonfiction 
story entitled “Swell” published in the most recent issue of 
oyez review.

after publication of the story, aiossa joined student 
editors of oyez review at several Chicago-area bookstores 
to celebrate publication of the literary magazine and to read 
from her work.

”i always wanted to teach creative writing,” said aiossa, 
who chose roosevelt’s creative writing program after doing 
research that suggested MFa graduates were getting 
college English teaching jobs. “But i never thought it would 
come together so quickly for me.”

aiossa said her creative writing internship at ClC 
actually paved the way for the full-time position she has 
there today.

“i learned a lot about writing and revising and critiquing 
in the program, which has helped me help my students,” 
said aiossa.

SPOTLiGHT On elizAbetH AioSSA

a STUDEnT BECOMES a TEaCHER

FrAncine sAnders

Smith, a poetry major and chicago native who will become student 
editor of Oyez Review in the fall. As editor, Smith will also teach a 
portion of the Oyez Review course. 

in the fall, the creative writing program will welcome new 
students from different parts of the country, including oakland, 
calif., boston and baltimore.

“we are seeing more students, in general, and more high-quality 
students, in particular, applying to the program,” said wondra. 
“And our goal is to have a full house in each of the specialties.  we 
also hope to develop playwriting and screenwriting as additional 
program specialties,” she said.

As the program continues to grow, the program’s urban 
environment will likely continue to influence the program’s aspiring 
writers.

“i’ve been writing a lot of poems about how spring in the city 
is harder to see than in the country,” said emily culella, a St. louis 
native and poet who joined the program last fall after completing 
her undergraduate degree in rural Arkansas.

“to me, the city feels mixed—old yet new, very big, yet not 
frantic,” added kristin Straw, a native of Springfield, Mo., who 
arrived in fall 2004.

Straw is currently at work on her final thesis. when complete, it 
will be a work of fiction in which the main character is a new york 
city native who lives in chicago.

“i thought it would be a difficult transition to come to chicago, 
but it hasn’t been,” said Prairie Markussen, a poet who moved from 
tucson, Ariz., and entered the program in fall 2005.

“there are many opportunities here and a plethora of things to 
do,” she added. “And i’m hopeful that everything i’m getting the 
chance to do here is broadening the scope of my writing.”

“If New York City was Rent, Chicago 
would be Miles Davis. To some, New 
York is hip and fast paced, to others it 
is frantic and claustrophobic. Chicago is 
the center of my universe, the place full 
of things to do and see, but with space 
to think and room to breathe.”

kRiStin StRAw   
fiction student from Missouri

“There is no curbside recycling, rather 
we are supposed to assume that the city 
workers will pick through the garbage 
and fish out the recycling for us simply 
because of what color bag we dispose of 
it in.”

cAtHeRine nienAbeR  
creative non-fiction student from 
Portland, ore. 

“January in Chicago and I watch my 
breath trying to fill the empty places 
between the four-story apartment 
complexes.”

nicHolAS SMitH   
Poetry student from chicago

“The city is like that. Death in the 
newspapers, stains on the sidewalk, the 
vomit stink of a late-night Friday train…
It gives me one more reason to fear.”

RebeccA tiRRell   
creative non-fiction student from 
Pennsylvania 

“The city strains to hear 
cranes its metal stone neck.

It likes this pain, 
these nights the lovers write about.” 

eMily cUlellA   
Poetry student from St. louis 

RooSeVelt UniVeRSity ’S  ASPiRing wRiteRS 

diScUSS tHe city of cHicAgo
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Many journalists first tested the waters of their  
profession by writing for a student-run newspaper.

over the years, Roosevelt University’s Torch 
has been a training ground not only for journal-
ism students, but for business majors, graduate 
students and even a few experienced profession-
al journalists who were earning degrees at the 
University.

this blending of diverse backgrounds 
and experiences has had a positive effect on 
Roosevelt’s publication, which earned awards for 
the second straight year from the illinois college 
Press Association (icPA).  

earlier this year, the Torch was honored with 
seven awards by the icPA, including two first 
place recognitions. the awards reflect the range 
of talent and dedication to excellence in student 
journalism.

“the awards were the icing on the cake,” 
explained karen Ann cullotta, Torch advisor and 
a journalism instructor at Roosevelt. “it was fun, 
but i don’t think when anyone was working on 
the paper throughout the year they were think-
ing about whether a story or a layout would win 
an award. it’s about integrity and quality.”

cullotta knows what she’s talking about. A 
former staffer at the Chicago Tribune where she 
reported on education and social services, she 
also has worked at the Daily Herald and has con-
tributed to The New York Times, Time magazine 
and People. She continues to freelance for the 
Tribune.

“we have had such incredible staffs,” contin-
ued cullotta, who has advised the Torch for the 
past three years. “the leadership of the paper has 
been excellent.”

cullotta, who likens her role as advisor to that 
of a coach or consultant, is quick to credit the 
Torch’s successes to her student editors.

She credits Marcia wade (MJ, ’03), her first edi-
tor, as taking the paper to a “new level,” reporting 
more on social justice issues.

the next editor, chicago native James Robinson 
(bA, ’05), focused the editorial more on what was 
happening at Roosevelt University, and less on 
local and national news. “why include news in 
the paper you could have read five days ago in 
The New York Times or the Trib?” said cullotta. 
“no one can cover Roosevelt University better 
than its own newspaper.”

A newspaper reporter in new york, Jean 
dergurahian (MbA, ’06) enrolled at Roosevelt to 
earn her M.b.A., and was the Torch editor during 
the 2004-2005 academic year.

the next two editors, leslie carol boehms 
(MJ, ’06) (2005-2006) and next year’s editor, Ryan 
Asher, came up through the ranks, having worked 
on the paper as staff writers before assuming 
leadership positions.

“i’m a firm believer that the quality of the 
product draws leaders,” cullotta said. “while the 
quality of the students working on the paper has 
always been great, we’re actually getting students 
to enroll at RU to work on the student newspaper. 
excellence draws excellence.”

boehms, a nashville native who earned her 
master’s degree in journalism in May, credits 
journalism professors John Mcclelland and linda 
Jones for making her decision to attend Roosevelt 
an easy one.

“during my last year of undergraduate study 
at Middle tennessee State University, i searched 

glows
tHe toRcH By LiSa EnCaRnaCiOn
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aBoVE:  Matt reynolds, managing 
editor of the torch, and Jessica 
Marie Martin, layout and photo 
editor, work on the newspaper’s 
final issue of the semester.

on the internet for schools offering a master’s 
degree in journalism,” she recalled. “Roosevelt 
seemed like a good fit. My mom called the school 
and got John Mcclelland and they spoke on the 
phone for 45 minutes (he had spent a few years liv-
ing in nashville and chatted with my mom about 
the experiences). when my family and i came to 
visit in the fall of 2003, we met Mcclelland and 
linda Jones. they were both so genuine and truly 
cared about me and my choice to attend gradu-
ate school.”

She credits the paper’s success to its partner-
ship with the department of communication and 
the efforts of current and previous Torch staff.

“it’s nice to have professionals in the industry 
at your fingertips whenever something question-
able happens,” said boehms. “i also had a great 
predecessor in Jean dergurahian—she guided me 
throughout my tenure as editor.”

cullotta attributes the sense of family felt by 
Torch staff members as the reason that alumni con-
tinue to remain involved in the paper. Robinson 
still contributes photography and dergurahian 
continues to be involved as a staff writer.

Matt Reynolds, last year’s managing editor, 
came to RU from kenosha, wis., where he had 
worked as a news editor for the Kenosha News.

“it was a great experience working with the 
Torch,” he said. “the people were like minded and 
cared a lot about the paper. So when we left, it 
was like leaving a legacy.”

He extended thanks to University President 
chuck Middleton for his “open door policy.” “dr. 
Middleton has always been wonderful and very 
helpful in answering questions,” Reynolds said. “He 
was always very quick in getting back to me.”

cullotta agrees that the University adminis-
tration has been helpful to the Torch.

“People go out of their way to call the students 
back,” she said. “no one from the administration 
has ever called to suggest a subject or question 
why we did a story.”

in the past few years, the editorial content of 
the Torch has become more sophisticated, cov-
ering stories that may not necessarily be good 
news, such as drops in student retention rates, 
the cost of textbooks and double listed classes. 
the staff focus continues to be on accuracy and 
quality.

“there is no dynamic of ‘gotcha’ journalism 
with the Torch,” emphasized cullotta.

the diverse demographics of those who pick 
up the Torch contribute to what cullotta terms a 
“sophisticated readership.” 

“we have a tough audience in terms of what 
they’re willing to accept,” explained cullotta. “no 
one has extra time to waste.”

Reynolds agreed, sharing that he was surprised 
this past year when the paper’s coverage of the 
University’s involvement with helping Hurricane 
katrina victims received a negative reaction.

“but still, that’s important, because it showed 
people were reading the paper,” he said. “that’s 
better than no reaction at all.” 

“I’m a firm believer that the quality of the product 
draws leaders...we’re actually getting students to 
enroll at RU to work on the student newspaper. 
Excellence draws excellence.” 
kARen Ann cUllottA, TORCH AdViSoR And RooSeVelt inStRUctoR

the Torch student newspaper will benefit from 
one of the largest endowment gifts in Roosevelt 
University’s history.

Ronald (bA, ‘52; MA, ‘54) and Jane (bA, ‘52) 
Anderson, both Roosevelt alums, bequeathed 
nearly $1 million to the University. the major-
ity of the gift will establish the Jane Anderson 
endowment Scholarship, providing academic 
opportunities for english majors.

the bequest also established the Jane Anderson 
Torch fund to support the school’s newspaper.

Jane and Ronald Anderson graduated from 
Roosevelt in the early 1950s, and both became 
successful english teachers.

According to Jim Reichardt, the family attorney, 
“Jane told me she would have never had a career 
she loved if she hadn’t received a scholarship 
from Roosevelt.”

“Ron (Anderson) set that up to honor his wife and 
the benefits she received from the University,” 
added david Pattee, interim director of planned 
giving at Roosevelt. 

endowMent benefitS tHe toRcHglows
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TAKING THEIR PLACES
RU’s GROWING THEATRE PROGRAM 
MAKES ITS MARK ON BROADWAY

MERLE DANDRIDGE
(BFA, ‘98)

ZACH FORD 
(BFA, ‘04)

LAURA DEKKERS 
(BFA, ‘06)

BLAKE HACKLER
(BFA, ‘00)

By LaURa janOTa

ACT i
the story of kala, played by Roosevelt University 
theatre graduate Merle Dandridge (bfA, ‘98) is the 
first the audience encounters in Tarzan, the new 
disney musical that opened on broadway in May. 

Appearing in four broadway shows to date, 
including several leading roles, dandridge began 
her training at Roosevelt under yolanda lyon 
Miller who was head of the theatre program when 
it was part of the college of Arts and Sciences. 

by the mid 1990s, the University opted to 
build a stand-alone, world-class performing arts 
conservatory, known today as chicago college of 
Performing Arts, where professional career train-
ing in both music and theatre are offered.

Joel g. fink, director of the theatre 
conservatory and associate dean of chicago 
college of Performing Arts, was brought on board 
in 1996 from the University of colorado.

“there has been the birth of an entirely new 
program, a new curricular structure, a new full-
time faculty and a new dual-emphasis on train-
ing our students to be both visionary artists and 
practical show-business people,” said fink, who 
was director of the theatre program at University 
of colorado and artistic director for colorado 
Shakespeare festival.  

graduating in 1998 as one of the conservato-
ry’s first alums, dandridge is a trailblazer defin-
ing just how successful Roosevelt theatre alums 
can become.

 “it’s a long process, and we all know that it 
takes a long time for theatre students to move 
to the upper echelon of the theatre world,” said 
fink, who has grown the program from 75 to 
nearly 200 students and from two to 10 full-time 

faculty members. “but we’re beginning to see our 
theatre graduates involved in some very fine pro-
ductions all over the country, on broadway and 
off,” said fink.

ACT ii
zach Ford (bfA, ’04) is singing a love song to 
his farm girl in Oklahoma! on the mainstage at 
theatre at the center in chicago, delivering a 
performance that the Chicago Tribune recent-
ly reviewed as being the most successful in the 
entire show.

for ford, it is the ninth chicago-area theatre 
production he has appeared in since graduating 
two years ago, and his success in breaking into 
chicago theatre can be traced to the training he 
received as a student at Roosevelt.

“My first few jobs came out of an internship 
i did through the theatre conservatory with 
chicago Shakespeare theatre,” said ford.

while many college theatre programs discour-
age or even forbid theatre students from taking 
parts in professional productions, fink has made 
the internship a cornerstone of a theatre conser-
vatory education.

“one of the advantages of the theatre 
conservatory is that it gives our students the abil-
ity to begin a professional career while they’re 
still in school,” said fink.

during the 2005-2006 year, the conservatory 
staged six major shows in the University’s 230-
seat o’Malley theatre and eight other produc-
tions in the University’s Miller Studio.  Students 
also interned at chicago Shakespeare theatre, 
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the goodman theatre, Steppenwolf theatre, 
American theatre company and court theatre.

“i think the students in the theatre 
conservatory are top notch.  they’re great and 
they definitely can hold their own,” said damon 
kiely, artistic director at American theatre co. 

A Roosevelt student, dan Sanders Joyce (bfA, 
‘06), recently was cast as an understudy to the 
lead role in American’s production of Orpheus 
Descending. during the show, Joyce had to take 
over the part, and the Chicago Tribune reviewed 
both his performance and the production.

“He wound up getting high marks for his  
performance,” said kiely of Joyce, who graduated 
in May.

ACT iii
Laura Dekkers (bfA, ’06), an opera student at 
indiana University before she decided to pursue 
acting and Roosevelt’s conservatory program, is 
on the run most of the time in new york city.

Most days, she is memorizing parts and musi-
cal scores for as many as eight auditions a week 
—and the hard work is paying off for the former 
billie Award winner and one-time lead actress in 
the world premiere of  Rockne.

She recently finished shooting a supporting 
role in nbc’s Conviction, which aired in May. She 
was an understudy to the lead role in Andrew 
lloyd weber’s Woman in White, which closed in 
february on broadway. And she’s currently wait-
ing to hear whether she’ll be cast in roles for two 
feature films.

“My training at the theatre conservatory 
opened my eyes to a lot of things in the profes-

sional world and taught me the importance of 
having confidence in my abilities,” she said.

beyond acting, the theatre conservatory offers 
courses in dance, tV and film, and directing.

“Several of our students have become cast-
ing directors and artistic directors, and we expect 
them to be making decisions on hiring people 
and shaping productions in the next few years,” 
fink said. “A few of our students also have started 
their own companies,” he said.

ACT iV
Blake Hackler (bfA, ’00) moved the day after 
graduation to new york city, and began audition-
ing shortly after his arrival. Almost immediately, 
he landed a role as lyle bellamy in broadway’s 
Tom Sawyer. He also played a violin solo and was 
an understudy to the lead role of tom Sawyer.

After that, he appeared in a number of shows 
off broadway in new york  before deciding to 
enroll in one of the best theatre programs in the 
country, the yale School of drama, where he is 
completing a graduate degree. one of his goals is 
to teach professional theatre at a conservatory.

“what Roosevelt prepared me for and helped 
me to do is become an artist with vision,” said 
Hackler, who credits Roosevelt’s theatre faculty 
with always treating students with respect. 

while the theatre conservatory is no longer 
new, it is still considered by most to be a program 
in the making, said fink. 

“we’re a young conservatory compared to oth-
ers, but as our students mature, we’re going to 
see more of them move onto broadway, into tV 
and even into the movies,” he predicted. 

TAKING THEIR PLACES
RU’s GROWING THEATRE PROGRAM 
MAKES ITS MARK ON BROADWAY

MERLE DANDRIDGE
(BFA, ‘98)

ZACH FORD 
(BFA, ‘04)

LAURA DEKKERS 
(BFA, ‘06)

BLAKE HACKLER
(BFA, ‘00)



�6     RoosEVElt REVIEW
  

summER 2006

s
p

o
t

l
Ig

h
t

in honor of its 60th anniversary, Roosevelt 
University invited alumni and friends to write 
recollections of their Roosevelt experiences in a 
publication called a “festschrift.”

Approximately 150 people responded, 90 more 
than anticipated, and the end result is a 225-page 
history of the University written through the eyes 
of its students, faculty and staff.  

“normally festschrifts are published as a tribute 
to an academic colleague,” said charles Hamilton 
(bA, ‘51), the wallace Sayre professor of government 
emeritus at columbia University, who conceived 
the project. “to the best of my knowledge, this 
is the first festschrift ever published to honor an 
academic institution.”

 “Memories of the first 60 years: A festschrift in 
Honor of Roosevelt University” debuted during the 
University’s annual Alumni weekend festivities in 
late April. it contains photos and essays written 
on all aspects of the University, including its 
remarkable founding in 1945.

Hamilton, a member of Roosevelt’s board of 
trustees, came up with the idea for a festschrift 
while walking through chicago’s grant Park on his 
way to a meeting at the University.

“i was strolling through this gorgeous park and 
got to thinking, what could i contribute to help 
celebrate the 60th birthday of this school?” he 
recalled. “it came to me almost like ‘eureka!’ why 
not have a festschrift?”

Hamilton brought the idea to University 
President chuck Middleton, who enthusiastically 
supported it. 

Heartfelt Reflections
fRoM AlUMni And fRiendS

“ I left Roosevelt College with a love for children and a desire  

 to teach. I continue to do so to this day. After all, I am only  

 seventy-six years young.”   ETHEl HAMbURgER (bA, ’49)
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“My initial thought, after first educating people 
as to what a festschrift is, was to include accounts 
from 60 people, no more than 800 words a piece,” 
Hamilton said with a smile. “we’d do some 
editing, staple the pages together and present it 
as a festschrift to the institution. now, two and a 
half years later, there are obviously more than 60 
stapled pages.”

Response to the festschrift solicitation far 
exceeded expectations with contributions 
submitted by former employees as well as 
alumni.

“it soon became very clear that an awful lot 
of people were going to respond,” said Hamilton, 
who consulted Middleton and both agreed to 
print the submissions in a coffee table-style book. 

“there went the staple machine,” Hamilton said 
chuckling.

kimberly gosell, assistant vice president for 
development at the University, became the project 
manager for what became a huge, extremely 
challenging endeavor.

“once we received all of the submissions, the 
authors had to be contacted,” gosell said. “As a 
book chronicling the University’s 60-year history 
through the eyes of its students, we thought it was 
also important to include information about the 
students after they left Roosevelt. Many of them, it 
turns out, have had very successful careers.”

aBoVE: Charles Hamilton (Ba, 
‘51) unveils the cover of the fest-
schrift. Sylvia tesler shares a 
laugh with husband lester (Ba, 
‘51) as they peruse the festschrift 
for the first time at its debut during 
the alumni Weekend event.

By LiSa EnCaRnaCiOn

feStScHRift HonoRS RooSeVelt’S 60tH AnniVeRSARy

“ Roosevelt University is a great university where no student is left  

 behind. My years at Roosevelt were marked with quality teaching and  

 learning. I will never forget thee.” COMFORT OkPAlA (bSbA, ’81)

“ At Roosevelt, there existed an oasis of diversity and robust debates— 

 and the college became known as a place where everyone had equal  

 access to education.”   PAUl H. SilVERMAN (bS, ’49)
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they came from all over the country during 
Roosevelt University’s recent alumni weekend 
celebration to promote books on everything 
from money management to pop psychology. 
 And it’s fair to say from the excitement that 
was in the air that the Roosevelt University 
Alumni Association’s first-ever Authors forum in 
April was meaningful for those who participated.

“when i entered the (Auditorium) building 
and came in through the lobby, it brought back 
a lot of memories,” said Stan banash (MA, ’72), a 
western historian and editor of two anthologies, 
Best of Dee Brown’s West (An Anthology) and Dee 
Brown’s Civil War Anthology. 

banash, who became a friend to brown, the 
celebrated author of Bury My Heart at Wounded 
Knee, hadn’t been back to the University since 
he received his master’s degree in urban studies 
more than 30 years ago. 

However, like many of those who attended 
the forum, he still had fond memories of the 
institution that helped shape him.

“what i obtained from the University was a 
keen insight into the real world,” said banash.  
“Roosevelt opened me up to being a sponge for 
new ideas and thoughts.”

in all, nearly 40 accomplished writers attended 
the forum held in congress lounge, and the 
majority of those writers were alumni.

“i think it’s really important for the University 
to be holding this kind of forum because it 
encourages students and shows them that you 
can have a dream and see it realized,” said gayle 
Hutchinson (bgS, ’03), the author of Some Final 
Pieces; Some Easy Pieces; A Love Puzzle. 

Hutchinson had only one copy left of her book 
about her 30-year love affair with a soul mate, 

also a Roosevelt graduate whose name remains 
anonymous in the book. 

“everyone expects a professor to write a book, 
but very few people get to meet a university’s 
alumni who have published books,” added 
Hutchinson.

the forum, which featured books by both 
alumni and Roosevelt University faculty 
members and staff (see complete listing that 
follows), included a collection of different genres 
and topics.

for instance, leslie baldacci (MA, ’01), who left 
the Chicago Sun Times to earn her master’s degree 
and become a chicago Public School teacher, 
displayed a copy of her investigative but personal 
experience book, Inside Mrs. B’s Classroom, Courage, 
Hope and Learning on Chicago’s South Side. 

“i have always been so proud to have gone 
to Roosevelt University and to have shared the 
philosophy of truly living the principles of social 
justice,” said baldacci, who recently returned to 
the Chicago Sun Times.

other alumni who attended the forum 
included lisa frye (bSbA, ’87), the author of Be 
Good to Your Money and Your Money Will Be Good 
to You, a book she wrote to help others avoid her 
own mistakes.

frye, who had 15 maxed-out credit cards 
and was close to $100,000 in debt when she 
left Roosevelt, now lives in las Vegas, and has 
financial freedom thanks to getting herself out 
of debt.

“i can’t believe how nice the building looks.  
it’s amazing all of the changes that have taken 
place here,” she said.

the forum, which was the kick-off event 
to alumni weekend, flew by quickly. However, 
participants enjoyed reminiscing about the 

REaDinG, WRiTinG, anD REMiniSCinG 
Authors Forum, April 28, 2006 By LaURa janOTa

aBoVE:  Books of all genres 
and topics, written exclusively 
by roosevelt alumni and faculty 
members, were on display at the 
university’s first authors Forum.
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University that was there for them when they 
needed it most.

“before i came to America in 1962, i wrote 
many universities asking them to let me come 
and study.  Most of them told me, ‘we’ll see when 
you get here,’ but one letter asked me to send my 
records—it was from Roosevelt University,” said 
nicholas kokonis (bA, ’65; MA, ’67), the author 
of the novel, Arcadia, My Arcadia, a story of a 
boy from greece who emigrates to pursue the 
American dream. 

“if it hadn’t been for Roosevelt, i might still 
be in greece,” added kokonis, who has had 
offers to turn Arcadia, My Arcadia into a movie 
screenplay.

by the time the forum ended, one thing was 
certain: it was enjoyable meeting other writers 
and alumni.

“i’ve just had a lot of fun—a real good time,” 
said Marvin Martin (bA, ’51), a long-time editor 
who is the author of Extraordinary People in Jazz, 
Arthur Ashe: Of Tennis & the Human Spirit and 
The Beatles: The Music Was Never the Same.

“i’ve made a lot of new friends here today,” 
added Martin, who also wrote for the festschrift and 
the University’s literary magazine back in 1951.

indeed, debi kennedy (MA, ’96), the author 
of the children’s book The Angry Monster, 
enjoyed sitting next to and chatting so much 
with Hutchinson that she purchased her last 
remaining book.

“i think the forum is a wonderful idea, and i 
hope the University will have one again in the 
near future,” said kennedy.

at lEFt:  the authors Forum was 
one of the best attended events 
held during alumni Weekend this 
past april.

REaDinG, WRiTinG, anD REMiniSCinG 
Authors Forum, April 28, 2006 By LaURa janOTa
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Alumni Authors

karl abt (MC, ’83)
A Few Who Made A Difference

Leslie Baldacci (Ma, ’01)
Inside Mrs. B’s Classroom, Courage, Hope and 
Learning on Chicago’s South Side

Stan Banash (Ma, ’72) 
editor, Best of Dee Brown’s West (An Anthology); 
editor, Dee Brown’s Civil War Anthology

ira Berkow (’59)
Full Swing (Hits, Runs & Errors in a Writer’s Life)

Timuel Black (Ba, ’50)
Bridges of Memory:  Chicago’s First Wave of Black 
Migration

Elizabeth jones Davis (Ba, ’81)
Mr. Elahammer’s Is Taking Over Granddad Sarah

Davis Elias (Ba, ’57)
Recalling Longview:  An Account of the 
Longview, Texas Riot, July 11, 1919

Lisa Frye (BSBa, ’87)
Be Good To Your Money and Your 
Money Will Be Good To You 

jack W. Hansen (MM, ’52)
The Sibyl Sanderson Story, Requiem for a Diva 

Gayle Hutchinson (BGS, ’04) (pictured right)
Some Final Pieces; Some Easy Pieces, A Love Puzzle

Debi kennedy (Ma, ’96) (pictured left)
The Angry Monster

nicholas kokonis (Ba, ’65; Ma, ’67)
Arcadia, My Arcadia

George kyros (BS, ’68)
Living My Dream

Marvin Martin (Ba, ’51)
Extraordinary People in Jazz;  Arthur Ashe:  Of 
Tennis & the Human Spirit; The Beatles:  The Music 
Was Never the Same

Shannon Plate (BGS, ’01)
Degunking Your Personal Finances

Leticia Ransom (MBa, ’95)
LinkAge; Ageless Pain

Pamela T. Rice (Ba, ’77)
101 Reasons Why I’m A Vegetarian

Michael Rosenbaum (MBa, ’79)
The Governance Game; Board Perspectives: Building 
Value Through Investor Relations

Elaine Soloway (Ba, ’60)
The Division Street Princess

Carol Tauber (BGS, ’79)
The Ark in the Park, The Story of Lincoln Park Zoo

Sidney Weiskirch (BC, ’51)
Furnigore Runs for President

Sherry Williams (My, ’92)
When Cancer Calls

Edward nilges (Ba, ’73)
Build  Your Own .Net Language and Compiler

Faculty Authors

Michael Bryson, associate professor of 
humanities—Visions of the Land:  Science, 
Literature and the American Environment from the 
Era of Exploration to the Age of Ecology

Chris j. Chulos, director of foundation relations and 
adjunct professor—Converging Worlds:  Religions 
and Community in Peasant Russia, 1861-1917

Hilve Firek, assistant professor of secondary 
education—Ten Easy Ways to Use Technology in the 
English Classroom

Paul M. Green, arthur Rubloff professor of 
policy studies—The Mayors:  The Chicago Political 
Tradition, 3rd ed.

Daniel Headrick, professor of social science and 
history—When Information Came of Age

Douglas knerr, associate professor of social 
studies—Suburban Steel:  The Magnificent Failure 
of the Lustron Corporation, 1945-1951

Mary anne Mohanraj, assistant professor of 
English—Bodies in Motion

Christopher Reed (Ba, ‘63; Ma, ‘68), professor of 
history—Black Chicago’s First Century, Vol. 1,  
1833-1900

arnold Reichler (Ma, ‘74; MPH, ‘75), director of 
external studies—Souldade:  Poems for and  
about Brazil

jonathan Smith, professor of psychology—
Relaxation, Meditation and Mindfulness: A Mental 
Health Practitioner’s Guide to New and Traditional 
Approaches; GOD SPEAKS! The Flying Spaghetti 
Monster in His Own Words; Stress Management Today

Gary Wolfe, professor of humanities and English—
Soundings:  Reviews 1992-1996; Harlan Ellison: The 
Edge of Forever

janet Wondra, associate professor of English and 
film studies, and jim McCarthy—Oyez Review

THank yOU to all of the talented authors 
who made the authors Forum such a great event. 
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your gift to Roosevelt University’s Rally Success 
campaign will have a positive impact on the 
entire student body by providing for the 
University’s greatest needs, including student 
scholarships, technology upgrades, current 
operating costs, faculty development, library 
resources and much more for our students.

HELP ROOSEVELT STUDEnTS 
becoMe SUcceSSfUl leAdeRS like yoU

DO yOUR PaRT: www.roosevelt.edu/giving

we encourage all alumni to make a difference 
in the lives of students by making a gift to 
the Annual fund.  Participation is the key, no 
matter which giving level you choose.

Roosevelt’s fiscal year runs from Sept. 1 through 
Aug. 31 each year.

if you have already made your gift, please accept our heartfelt thanks.  
if you have not yet given this fiscal year, please do so today!

inStitUtional advancEMEnt

Rally Success!



LEaDERSHiP:

thomas J. Minar
Vice President 
for institutional 
Advancement
(312) 341-6360
tminar@roosevelt.edu

kimberly R. gosell, cfRe
Assistant Vice President 
for development
(847) 619-8280
kgosell@roosevelt.edu

aLUMni RELaTiOnS: 

bea francis (bSbA, ’82)
Administrative Secretary, 
Alumni Relations
(312) 341-3624
bfrancis@roosevelt.edu

www.roosevelt.edu/alumni

TEaM GREEn:

chris chulos
director of foundation Relations
(312) 341-3621
cchulos@roosevelt.edu

Juan carlos Hernandez (bA, ’04)
coordinator of Student engagement
(312) 341-3629
jhernandez@roosevelt.edu

david e. Pattee
interim director of Planned giving
(312) 341-6455
dpattee@roosevelt.edu

nick Solano
director of corporate Relations
(312) 341-6456
nsolano@roosevelt.edu

brian walker 
director of development/Heller 
college of business 
(312) 341-6797 
bwalker@roosevelt.edu

Joan e. white
director of development, 
college of Arts & Sciences and 
University libraries
(312) 341-3633
jewhite@roosevelt.edu

tarik yetken
director of development, 
chicago college of Performing Arts
(312) 341-2082
tyetken@roosevelt.edu

www.roosevelt.edu/giving

OPERaTiOnS:

lisa chico
Assistant Vice President for 
Advancement operations
(312) 341-2407
lchico@roosevelt.edu

Meet tHe inStitUtionAl AdVAnceMent DREaM TEaM!

Roosevelt University has been awarded a 
$1.2 million grant through its membership 
with campuseAi consortium to enhance the 
University’s online services through a new 
intranet portal. the new intranet portal will make 
it possible for students, faculty and staff to access 
instantly key learning and teaching resources, 
student services, the internet and many other 
campus resources, 24/7, through a centralized 
web page and a “single sign on.”  

the grant is part of a complete package that 
includes software, hardware, installation, con-
figuration, training, upgrades and many other 
services associated with implementation of the 
leading intranet portal.    

“the campuseAi oracle portal is a campus-wide 
technology solution, which over time will reduce 
costs, expand educational resources, and make it 
easier for members of the University community 
to access online services,” said brad Reese, vice 
president for technology and chief information 
officer at Roosevelt.

the University also is the recipient of a $108,000 
grant from the illinois clean energy community 
foundation (icecf) for energy efficient upgrades 
to the indoor lighting systems in the University’s 
Auditorium building. this grant makes it possible 
to complete a lighting upgrade project which 
began in 2004 with a grant of $18,100 from icecf.   

“we believe upgrading our lighting will help us 
improve electricity efficiency and will provide 
us with a better quality of lighting throughout 
the Auditorium building,” said Paul Reis, 
associate vice president for campus planning and 
operations.

the project will focus on replacing lights that are 
25 years or older, and the improvements in the 
University’s facilities will enhance the lighting 
quality, saving an estimated $83,000 annually 
in energy and labor costs while improving the 
environment.

Roosevelt Receives Grants for Technology and Lighting

A PORTaL to tHe fUtURe
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Roosevelt Receives Grants for Technology and Lighting

AlUMNi NEWS
MicHi penA (MBA, ’78)
President of the roosevelt 
university alumni association

a mEssagE

dear fellow Alumni,

Alumni weekend 2006 was a success, with more 
than 200 alumni returning to the Auditorium 
building in chicago and the Schaumburg 
campus. these alums had an opportunity to take 
part in 26 events. Many were able to visit the 
Schaumburg campus on friday afternoon, and 
also enjoy the Auditorium building and chicago-
based activities on friday evening and Saturday.  
i hope you were among those who reconnected 
with your alma mater.

one of the many events that took place over this 
special weekend was the first annual meeting of 
the newly organized Alumni Association Alumni 
council.  this dynamic group of alumni volunteer 
leaders is moving forward with plans for the 
2006-07 council year. Plans include educational 
events, an improved communications system for 
the general alumni population as well as among 
council committees and additional alumni 
benefits, including an alumni travel program.  

the Alumni council endeavors to improve the 
Roosevelt connection for all alumni. if you are 
interested in joining this leadership group and 
strengthening the Alumni Association, please 
consider the options below, then contact the 
office of Alumni Relations, (312) 341-3624.

 •  benefits committee

 •  circle of giving committee

 •  communications committee

 •  community outreach committee

 •  educational events committee

 •  Recruitment committee 

 •  Student-Alumni Relations committee

or consider serving on one of these alumni 
chapters:

 •  chicago

 •  chicago—northwest Suburbs

 •  chicago—South Suburbs

 •  los Angeles

 •  South florida

 •  new york city

 •  Palm beach

 •  Phoenix

 •  tucson

 •  washington, d.c.

 •  Peoples energy corporate chapter (chicago)

whether you serve on an Alumni council 
committee, participate in your local alumni 
chapter or attend University events, you are 
supporting the Alumni Association and your 
fellow alumni.

we look forward to seeing you!

Michi Pena

FRoM tHE alUMni aSSociation PRESidEnt
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By BEaTRiCE a. FRanCiSRU
where

1970s

QRS Music technologies, a leading designer, 
manufacturer and distributor of pianos, pia-
no accessories and piano-based audio and 
multimedia products, recently appointed  
kenneth j. Clark (bSbA, ’72) as director of sales. 
clark, who previously has held positions with 
baldwin Piano and organ and digital Pianos, 
comes to QRS after serving as director of sales 
and national account manager with Marco wood 
Products/Heartland industries, inc.

Luan Burman Rivera (MA, ’77) was named pres-
ident of the california School board Association 
for 2005-2006. Rivera has been involved with 
schools since her two children, now adults, were 
in grade school, first as a classroom volunteer, 
then as a substitute teacher. She holds a multi-
ple subject teaching certificate as well as english 
as a Second language certificate and has taught 
in both illinois and in california. She has been 
a member of the Ramona Unified School district 
board of trustees since 1994. Rivera has spent 
the past months meeting with representatives 
throughout the state of california and across the 
country pushing for more funding to help schools 
meet the mandates under no child left behind.   

William L. Foster, jr.  
(MM, ’78) has served  
as jazz piano instruc- 
tor at Valparaiso 
Univers i ty  s ince 
1979 and is  fea -
tured on recordings 
with the Valparaiso 
faculty Jazz trio. He 
is also a profession-
al musician who has 
performed both as a 
solo artist, with his 
own group, the billy 
foster trio, and with 
jazz greats such as 
Art farmer and ernie 

watts. His latest jazz cd, Portrait, was released 
last year by equistar Records. foster taught music 
in the gary public school system, retiring after 
35 years. 

1980s

Stanley L. Griggs (bA, ’84) has worked in the 
chicago Public School System for more than 20 
years—first as a teacher, then assistant principal 
and now as principal at chicago’s owen Scholastic 
Academy. griggs, who earned a doctor of educa-
tion degree in 2003, says “i can attribute all of my 
academic and professional success to the educa-
tion i received at Roosevelt University.”

Republic companies group, inc. of dallas, texas, 
appointed Frank Vaccaro (bgS, ’86) vice pres-
ident of information services. the company, 
though licensed in 35 states, primarily provides 
personal and commercial property and casualty 
insurance to individuals and small-to-medium 
size businesses in texas, oklahoma, new Mexico 
and louisiana.  Prior to joining Republic, Vaccaro 
served as assistant vice president—business seg-
ment partner with cnA insurance in chicago, 
and before that held the position of vice presi-
dent and chief information officer with kemper 
insurance.

amanda Deisch (bA, ’88) currently serves as pro-
gram director for the center for working families 
at the Abraham lincoln centre. founded in 1905, 
the Abraham lincoln centre provides a variety 
of social, intellectual and cultural activities that 
focus on the needs of residents in the greater 
grand boulevard community where the central 
office is located.  

1990s

Mohammed Hanif Ghaniwala (bA, ’88; MbA, ’91) 
is currently chief executive officer for expertek 
cyber Solutions, inc. the company, incorporated 
in illinois in 2000, has an offshore development 
office in karachi, Pakistan. expertek designs, 
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builds and maintains websites for businesses and 
develops software solutions. the company also 
ventured into business process outsourcing offer-
ing clients “call centre” services.

in March, chicago 
Mayor Richard M. 
daley named nuria 
Fernandez (MbA, 
’90) as commissioner 
of the department of 
Aviation. fernandez, 
a civil engineer, who 
served as a senior 
vice president of 
the Major Projects 
division of earth 
tech, an interna-
tional engineering 
and construction 
f i r m ,  b e g a n  h e r 
c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e 
chicago department 
of Public works in 
1983. She was even-

tually named assistant director in the office of 
Program Management for the o’Hare international 
Airport development Program, overseeing the 
design and construction of all landside projects. 
in 1990, she was appointed senior vice president, 
development and construction, for the chicago 
transit Authority.  She became special assistant 
in the office of budget and Programs for the  
U. S. department of transportation in 1993 and in 
1994, was named assistant general manager of the 
washington Metropolitan Area transit Authority. 
before joining earth tech, she spent four years 
with the federal transit Administration as depu-
ty administrator and acting administrator of the 
agency that was responsible for awarding over $5 
billion in grants for bus and rail projects during 
her tenure.

William Corey Clark (bSbA, ’94) is executive vice 
president with lincoln Savings bank, a commu-

nity bank based in cedar falls, iowa. clark, a 2005 
graduate of the graduate School of banking in 
boulder, colo., serves on the executive board of 
the waterloo chamber of commerce and various 
charitable boards in the area.

Don’t Let Heaven Pass You By, the debut cd by 
Tracy Smith Worth (bA, ’94) earned a Stellar Award 
nomination for best video. worth is a recording art-
ist with Serenity entertainment, llc. and a spokes-
person for Habitat for Humanity, international 
faith works and women build programs.

Hertha Ramirez (MA, 
’98) was one of five 
teachers chosen as a 
recipient of the 2006 
kohl Mccormick 
ear ly  chi ldhood 
teaching Award.  
now in its elev-
enth year, the kohl 
Mccormick Awards 
Program, sponsored 
by the Mccormick 
tribune foundation 
and the dolores 
k o h l  e d u c a t i o n 
foundation, is the 
first award to for-
mal ly  recognize 
innovative and ded-
icated teachers who 

work with children from infancy through third 
grade. Ramirez teaches three to five year olds at 
the belmont-cragin early childhood center on 
chicago’s west side. Recipients are inducted into 
the kohl Mccormick Academy of outstanding 
educators, receive a $5,000 cash award, a grad-
uate level course at chicago’s erikson institute, 
and a day of professional development from the 
kohl children’s Museum of greater chicago and 
the kohl Mccormick Storybus institute. A $1,000 
cash award is given to each recipient’s school 

Mayor richard daley congratulates 
Nuria Fernandez (MBa, ’90)

Governor rod Blagojevich and  
Hertha ramirez (Ma, ’98)
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along with hands-on-learning in early literacy 
from the kohl Mccormick Storybus.

2000s

He’s taught in  
the chicago Public  
S c h o o l  s y s t e m , 
has served on the 
c h i c a g o  p o l i c e 
force and played 
pro football. He’s 
served as host of a 
local chicago tele-
vision show, has 
been a model, and 
is currently acting 
in as well as produc-
ing films. Simeon 
Henderson (MA, ’02) 
has done it all. Since 
beginning his acting 
career, he’s appeared 

on television in the fox show Prison Break, had fea-
tured roles in the films Even Trade and Comatose. 
His next film, Vacant, will premiere at the 2006 
chicago black Harvest film festival. Henderson 
says he lives by Philippians 4:13: “i can do all 
things through christ who strengthens me.”

ivy krystal jones (MS, ‘03) received a second mas-
ter’s degree in physics with a concentration in 
optics from Hampton University on May 14, 2006.

nicole Berry (MSicM, ‘03) is employed as a market-
ing specialists with follett Higher education group 
in oak brook, ill. berry, who has been with follett’s 
for just over three years, is responsible for adver-
tising and marketing for 250 college bookstores in 
the southeast region of the United States.

topin & Associates, a chicago based medical 
marketing communication company, recently 
announced the appointment of Sadie Bjornstad 
(MbA, ’04) as an account executive.  bjornstad 
will be working on accounts related to bioPharma 

solutions, medication delivery and transfusion 
therapies for baxter Healthcare corporation.

Danon Dastugue (MA, ’05) participated in the 
Japan fulbright Memorial fund teachers Program 
during fall of 2005.  dastugue, who teaches dra-
ma at destrehan High School in St. charles 
Parish, la., was selected to travel to tokyo as part 
of the intercultural program. the Japan fulbright 
Memorial fund teachers Program was estab-
lished in 1997 commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of the fulbright Program, in appreciation 
for that program and to help foster understand-
ing of the Japanese educational system. in order 
to qualify as a participant, teachers must agree 
to implement a follow-up plan and to remain 
active in the field of education as a primary or 
secondary teacher/administrator for at least two 
to three years so they can share their experiences 
with others in the education field.

the college of Arts & Sciences celebrates the 
founding of its advisory board.  joan Stuart 
(bA, ’80) was appointed chair and Troy Ratliff 
(bA, ’73; MPA, ’80) vice chair.  Alumni members 
of the board:  Erwin acox (bA, ’96; MA, ’98); 
Peri arnold, Phd. (bA, ’64); katherine Boho 
(bA, ’77); Lena Dobbs-johnson (MPA, ’81); 
Sylvia Flanagan (MJ, ’86); joseph kovach, 
Psyd., (MA, ’74); Duwayne Leblanc (bA, ’60); 
joseph Loundy (bA, ’66); LeRoy Martin (bA, 
’72; MPA ’76); Melissa niksic (’04); Susan 
Rubnitz (bgS, ’76); Bruce j. young (bA,’63).  
faculty representatives are Michael ensdorf, 
associate professor of communications and 
associate dean; and bruce kraig, professor 
emeritus of history. Student representatives 
are Sarah bigley and Matt gebhardt. ex-
officio members are:  Lois Backas (MA, ’96), 
assistant dean; thomas Minar, vice president 
for institutional Advancement; Priscilla 
Perkins, associate professor of english and 
associate dean; lynn weiner, dean of the 
college of Arts and Sciences; and Joan white, 
director of development for the college of 
Arts and Sciences.

?RU
where

continued
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feb, 7, 2006 
san diego alumni event
Alumni in San diego, calif., had a triple treat at 
an event featuring arts and sciences dean lynn 
weiner,  performing arts dean James gandre and 
business administration dean gordon Patzer. while 
visiting southern california, the deans enjoyed 
connecting with alumni from the classes of 1945 to 
the present.  

march 7 and 9, 2006 
scottsdale and tucson alumni events
the Arizona Alumni chapter had another series of 
successful events with alumni in the Scottsdale/
Phoenix area and tucson area last spring. Alumni 
and friends gathered for an evening cocktail 
reception, conversation and camaraderie.

march 9, 2006 
2nd annual spring fling young alumni event
the sold-out reception was great fun and raised 
money for Roosevelt University! More than 200 
young alumni and students gathered at exchequer 
Pub in the South loop for pizza and beverages. with 
the admission price, attendees had the opportunity 
to vote where the proceeds of the event would go. 
for the second year in a row, student scholarships 
was the choice.  

march 24, 2006 
northwest suburban alumni chapter event
1 Student tina gallos and Soh tanaka (bA, ’00) 

attended the northwest Suburban Alumni chapter 
at Prairie Rock brewery event. this networking event 
was a great opportunity to meet new people and get 
ready for the weekend.  

april 17, 2006 
south suburban alumni chapter event
2 Robin Jesk (bSbA, ’71) and wife, Joanne, enjoyed 

the South Suburban Alumni chapter reception prior 
to the chicago college of Performing Arts Symphony 
orchestra and chorus concert. 3 william and 
greta Vinzant (MA, ’65) enjoy dessert and coffee 
prior to the Verdi Requiem. it featured Jane glover, 
guest conductor; faculty member Jonita lattimore, 
soprano; faculty member tracy watson, mezzo-
soprano; Roy Smith, tenor; and faculty member 
Samuel Ramey, bass-baritone and was a treat for 
alumni of the south suburbs. 

aLUMni CHaPTER EVEnTS

2

3

1
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26 events
  2days

a lifetime of memories

toP lEFt: Frances Clark (Ba, 
’59), Kimberly Gosell, assistant 
vice president for development, 
and laura Norris (BGS, ’94)  
pause during their post-lunch 
conversation. 

toP riGHt: Michi Pena (MBa, 
’78), awardee Hermene Hartman 
(Ba, ’70; Ma, ’74; MPH, ’74) and 
President Chuck Middleton.

MiddlE lEFt: a tour of super-
store iKEa led by Samantha 
Gravina (MBa, ’04), ikea’s director 
of public relations. 

MiddlE riGHt: a behind-the- 
scenes tour of the Field Museum’s 
Man-Eaters (lions) of tsavo 
with Julian C. Kerbis-Peterhans, 
associate professor of natural 
sciences. 

BottoM: Golden alumni honorees 
and medallion recipients pictured 
here (back row, from left) Jerry 
Field (BS, ’54), Michael Shatz (BM, 
’50), lois Kahan (Ba, ’52), Norma 
olmos (Ba, ’51), inra antens (BS, 
’56), robert Birdsong (BS, ’56), 
William J. Wolfe (Ba ,’53) (front 
row, from left)  ralph Golden (BS, 
’47), Christos Euthimiou (Ba, ’49) 
and William Steinfeld (BC, ’50). 
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a time for family...roosevelt family. one weekend each year, alumni from across the globe 

come together to celebrate their common bond—Roosevelt University. over the course of two days, and 

throughout dozens of events, they not only recount stories and share memories, they make new memories 

and forge new friendships. this year’s alumni weekend, held April 28-29, was all that and more to the hundreds 

who gathered to partake in the festivities honoring their accomplishments and their alma mater.

toP: among the authors who 
participated in a book signing 
during alumni Weekend were, 
from left, antoine Elias (Ba, 
’59); Michael Bryson, associate 
professor of humanities; Sarah 
Elias (Ba, ’57); and Hilve Firek, 
assistant professor of secondary 
education.

MiddlE lEFt: President Chuck 
Middleton spoke with alumna, 
author and cancer s u r v i v o r 
S h e r r y  B .  W i l l i a m s  (Ma, 
’92) about her book, When  
Cancer Calls.

MiddlE riGHt: Priscilla and 
robert Jablon (Ma, ’68) joined 
the group for the bus ride to the 
theatre. 

BottoM lEFt:  ralph Golden (BS, 
’47) looks on proudly as President 
Chuck Middleton reflects on the 
rich history of the auditorium 
Building. Golden then presented 
Middleton with an original key 
to the auditorium Hotel that he’s 
possessed since his time as a 
student.

BottoM riGHt: author leticia 
B. ransom (MBa, ’95) and her 
mother Frances ransom-West 
(BGS, ’75; MPa, ’78) chat with 
Christine McCray (Ba, ’51) and 
husband Ned McCray (Ba, ’53) 
about the release of leticia’s new 
book, ageless Pain.
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toP: alums had the opportunity  
to see and tour the largely 
electronic McCormick-tribune 
Foundation library at the 
Schaumburg Campus.

MiddlE lEFt: President Chuck 
Middleton and awardee William J. 
Wolfe (Ba, ’53).

MiddlE riGHt: antonia Potenza, 
vice president and dean of the 
Schaumburg Campus, leads a 
group around the campus. 

BottoM: a group of alums 
enjoyed the Chicago College of 
Performing arts production of two 
Gentleman of Verona. 

26 events
  2days

a lifetime of memories
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toP: alums enjoyed a tour 
of the the lynfred Winery in 
Schaumburg and a tasting of 
some of its wines.

MiddlE lEFt: university College 
dean laura Evans speaks with 
Jack Chotikul (BGS, ’88) and 
spouse, diane, about Chotikul’s 
experiences at the former satellite 
campus in Hawaii.

MiddlE riGHt: Michi Pena (MBa, 
’78), awardee June McKoy (BS, 
’81) and President Middleton.

BottoM: the Schaumburg 
tour covered all aspects of the 
campus, including the science 
laboratories. 

dON’T MiSS AlUMNi WEEkENd 2007— 
APRil 27 ANd 28. SEE yOU THERE!

AlUMNi NEWS
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1930s

kathleen Wagner Dewing (bA, ’37)  
of Petaluma, calif., on Aug. 15, 2005

1940s

john a. Donaho (bA, ’41)  
of timonium, Md., in March 2006 

Lucy M. Galvin (MM, ’42)  
of St. louis, Mo., on Jan. 17, 2006

Bertha Sobol (bA, ’43)  
of forest Park, ill., on July 6, 2005  

Lenore Ruth Dumas Hartman (bA,’45)  
of evanston, ill., on Jan. 1, 2006

Muriel Porter Mays (bA, ’47)  
of chicago, on March 20, 2006

joseph arbus (’48)  
of chicago, Skokie and northbrook, ill., on oct. 24, 2005

jack W. Cates (bSc, ’48)  
of Avon, conn., on March 22, 2006

Barbara artz Mahan (bA, ’48)  
of des Moines, wash., on Aug. 21, 2005

Homer Hopps, jr. (’49)  
of whittier, calif., on Sept. 11, 2005

1950s

Robert W. Burke (bS, ’50)  
of Madison, wis., on Jan. 24, 2006

joel Carroll (bA, ’50)  
of Poway, calif., on dec. 11, 2005

jack n. Friedman (bA, ’50)  
of new york and Palm beach, fla., on Aug. 11, 2005

Daniel Silverstein (bS, ’50)  
of northbrook, ill., on July 18, 2005

arnold zun (bSc, ’50)  
of Skokie, ill., on dec. 31, 2005

Myron S. Ellin (bA, ’51)  
of Morton grove, ill., on nov. 4, 2006

Walter E. Lyman (bSc, ’51)  
of ogden, Utah and Sun city, Ariz., on dec. 3, 2005

bernard i. Raskin (bS, ’51)  
of Milwaukee, wis., on Jan. 23, 2004

Robert Baar (MM, ’52)  
of Herderson, ky., in April, 2005

janice Hankman Choll (bA, ’53; MA, ’60; MPA, ’74)  
of chicago on May 6, 2006

nicholas P. Bell (bSc, ’55)  
of oak brook, ill., on dec. 9, 2005

Eugene johnson (bA, ’55)  
of kosciusko, Miss., on dec. 7, 2005

Maryanthe korbakes (bA, ‘55)  
of grand beach, Mich., in november 2005

Herbert L. isaac (bSc, ’56)  
of bloomfield Hills, Mich., on dec. 7, 2005

Barbara Fishbein Taub (bA, ’56)  
of boca Raton, fla., on May 2, 2005

Ronald j. Rothman (bSc, ’57)  
of norfolk, Va., on nov. 10, 2005

Charles kraut (bA, ‘59)  
of lincolnwood, ill., on dec. 12, 2005

john V. Phares (MA, ’59)  
of battle creek, Mich.

1960s

june Buendgen Snell (bSbA, ’69)  
of chicago and Sun city, Ariz., on Jan. 18, 2005

1970s

Philip H. kozlowski (MA, ’70)  
of chesterton, ind., on April 11, 2005

Rose Dulock aguado (bA, ’71)  
of St. charles, ill., on July 2, 2005

Henry i. Thomas (bSbA, ’72)  
of chicago on nov. 24, 2005

David L. kelly (bSbA, ’73)  
of downers grove, ill., on Jan. 28, 2006

Edna B. Perry (MA, ’73)  
of chicago on feb. 12, 2006

David L. zacks (bSbA,’73)  
of cathedral city, calif., on Aug. 2, 2005 

kathleen T. Grzyb Brown (bS, ’74)  
of Augusta, ga., on July 29, 2005

Patricia Dixson (MA, ’74)  
of chicago on March 30, 2006

Martin i. kaish (bSbA, ’74)  
of chicago on feb. 5, 2006

Levi M. Sturgies (bS, ’76)  
of chicago on July 19, 2005

Shawn H. Underwood (bA, ’77)  
of Southfield, Mich., on dec. 13, 2005

Pamela G. Dyson (MA, ’78; MA, ’86)  
of chicago on feb. 4, 2006

1980s

Eugene aquino (bSbA, ’81)  
of chicago on feb. 10, 2006

Deloris Gimpel McCoy (MbA, ’81)  
of Vernon Hills, ill., on nov. 26, 2005

julio Caban, jr. (bS, ’83)  
of chicago on nov. 19, 2005

john E. Hartl (Mc, ’85)  
of barrington, ill., on July 3, 2005

in Memoriam
The RU community is sad to report the deaths of the following alumni:



1990s

Michael T. Bynum (MA, ’90)  
of chicago on March 20, 2006

jennifer E. Conway (bA, ’90)  
of chicago and northbrook, ill., on dec. 13, 2005

Linda a. White (Mk, ’90)  
of chicago and Palm beach garden, fla., on dec. 2, 2005

William R. Sutherland, Sr. (MA, ’91)  
of chicago on April 1, 2005

Martin kappel (Mf, ’99)  
of indiana and new york on May 31, 2005

2000s

alfreda a. kissane (MA, ’00)  
of Surprise, Ariz., on April 6, 2006

Sherry Lee Parker (MA, ’00) 
of Prescott, Ariz., on April 28, 2006

nastia Todorova (bSbA, ’03)  
of Arkadelphia, Ark., on oct. 25, 2005

kathleen M. Warble (MA, ’05)  
of lagrange, ill., on nov. 21, 2005

FaCULTy
Harry nelson

Harry gladstone nelson, a biology professor at 
Roosevelt University for 38 years, died March 19 at 
his home in evanston. He was 84.

Professor emeritus nelson was a colorful and engaging 
biologist who had great love for his students and the 
university. He was the father of Roosevelt employee 
deborah nelson and father-in-law of Steven kvaal, 
associate professor of psychology.

nelson also was a highly respected entomologist at 
the field Museum where he amassed approximately 
1.2 million specimens of aquatic beetles. He was 
best known for his collections of dryopoid beetles —
probably the largest collection of them in the world.

during the o.J. Simpson trial, he was interviewed on 
the television program A Current Affair because he 
taught biology to the los Angeles county coroner.

Frances Oxley

economics Professor emerita frances oxley died 
March 6 at the age of 84. She taught at Roosevelt from 
1962 until her retirement in 1991.  

A native of canada, oxley received a master’s and 
doctoral degree from indiana University. She chaired 
Roosevelt’s economics department during the 
1980s and rebuilt it after a wave of retirements and 
departures.  

According to gary langer, associate professor of 
economics, oxley enjoyed going to Arlington Park 
racetrack.  “She thought that understanding the 
horses was kind of like understanding how the 
economy works,” he said. “A certain amount of theory 
and a certain amount of luck.”

FoR oUR UPcoMinG alUMni EvEntS
saVE thE datEs

President’s Club Stewardship Event
thursday, Aug. 10, 2006
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
contact: kimberly gosell
(847) 619-8280; kgosell@roosevelt.edu

Spirit of Chicago boat Cruise
Sunday, Aug. 20, 2006
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
navy Pier, chicago
contact: bea francis (bSbA, ’82)
(312) 341-3624; bfrancis@roosevelt.edu

Alumni Association day at the Races
Sunday, Sept. 10, 2006
noon to 5 p.m.
Arlington Park (Arlington Heights, ill.)
contact: bea francis 
(312) 341-3624; bfrancis@roosevelt.edu

Fall President’s Club Stewardship Event
thursday, Sept. 14, 2006 
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
contact: kimberly gosell
(847) 619-8280; kgosell@roosevelt.edu

Fall Fireside Circle Stewardship luncheon
Monday, Sept. 18, 2006
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
contact: david e. Pattee
(312) 341-6455; dpattee@roosevelt.edu

Torchlight gala
Saturday, oct. 21, 2006
Honoring the 10th Anniversary of the  
Albert A. Robin campus in Schaumburg
contact: kimberly gosell
(847) 619-8280; kgosell@roosevelt.edu

Alumni Weekend 2007
friday and Saturday
April 27-28, 2007

FroM lEFt: President Chuck 
Middleton exchanges stories with 
dinner guests aboard the Spirit 
of Chicago; excited alumni cross 
their fingers for a win, place or 
show at day at the races; all 
dressed up with somewhere to 
go—the torchlight Gala, of course.
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